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Iraq reports target hit in Gulf 

BAGHDAD "(R) *-*- Iraq said its warplanes hit a“ naval targef ' in 
AheGutf Friday; near Iran* s mainroil terminal at Kharg Island. A 
mjhtaiy spokesman said the attack was -carried out at two p.m. 
fl 100 GMT} and all aircraft involved returned safely to base. 
Gulf shipping sources had no immediate information to confirm 
the report. The reported attack brings to 12 the number of ships 
Iraq says it has hit m the Gulf this year. Independent shipping 
sources have confirmed only three attacks this month. The last . on 
Jan. 11. was on the 10.267-ton Iranian bulk carrier Iran Emdad. 
Baghdad previously has applied the term “.naval target" to mean 
merchant vessels, while often adding “large" when referring to a 
tanker. ■ 
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Fateh leadership meet in Tunis 

TUNIS (R) — The Central Committee of Fateh, the mainstream 
Palestinian commando group, has been meeting here since Thu- 
rsday night to review rcccm developments in the Arab World, the 
Tunisian news agency TAP said Friday. The murder in Amman 
last month of Fahd A1 Oawasmeh. a member of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation ( PLO) Executive Committee, as well as 
reported death threats against Palestinian officials, were being 
discussed at the meeting. TAP quoted Palestinian sources as 
saying. Another key issue at the meeting is a proposal by King 
Hussein for a joint Jordan-PLO approach in the search for a 
peaceful solution to the Middle East conflict. TAP said. The PLO 
has not yet formally replied to the proposal made by King Hussein 
during a session of the Palestine National Council in Amman last 
November. 
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Urquhart arrives 
in Beirut 

BJEIRLT (AP) — U.N. Under- 
secretary General Brian Urq- 
uhart arrived in Beirut Friday for 
talks' with President Amin Gem- 
ayel. Prime Minister Rashid Kar- 
2 tni and other Lebanese officials 
on Israel's plans for withdrawing 
its occupation forces from^South 
Lebanon. Mr. Urquhart was sch- 
eduled to arrive Friday morning 
from Israel, where he held talks 
with Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
and Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, but weather conditions 
delayed his arrival. 

Wounded Israeli 
colonel dies 

TEL AVIV (R) — An Israeli 
army colonel Thursday died of 
wounds received in a commando 
attack in South Lebanon on Mon- 
day, a military spokesman said. 
Colonel Avraham Elran was ser- 
iously injured when two roadside 
bombs exploded near the village 
of Arzay, killing two soldiers ins- 
tantly and wounding six others. 
The attack came as the Israeli* 
government decided on a uni- 
lateral three-phase withdrawal 
from South Lebanon. The Israeli 
death toll has reached 60ft since 
the 1982 invasion. 

India arrests 
5 for ‘spying’ 

NEW DELHI (AP) — Five ran- 
king government officials and two 
businessmen have been arrested 
on charges of leaking vital inf- 
ormation about Prime Minister 
Rajiv .Gandhi* s office and India's 
defence, to foreigners. United 
News -of India reported Friday. 

- .The~n cW 3-^eBCy4f^epoft -eame 
. hours after Mr. Gandhi told par- 
liaincm tha’t*' certain employees fn 
sensitive positions ' had been arr- 
ested on suspicion of indulging in 
“activities detrimental to national 
interests.” Quoting unidentified 
“reliable sources." UNI said the 
five officials included three wor- 
king in M(r. Gandhi s secretariat 
and two for the defence ministry. 

Mubarak forced 
to make stopover 
in Rome 

ROME (AP) — President Hosni 
Mubarak of Egypt unexpectedly 
arrived in Rome Friday, after his 
flight home from Athens was div- 
erted- because Of a sandstrom in 
Cairo, airport officials said. There 
was no word on when Mr. Mub- 
arak would leave Rome. Mr. 
Mubarak's return home following 
a two-day visit to -Greece already 
hod been delayed for 14 hours in 
Jhe Greek capital. 


Mitterrand sends 
greetings to Arafat 

TUNIS (R) — French President 
Francois Mitterrand has sent a. 
new year's message to Palestine 
IJ&eritteQ Organisation leader 
Yasser. Arafat, the Palestinian 
news .agency WAFA said Thu- 
rsday. Mr. Mitterrand's message, 
in reply to out sent by Mr. Arafat, 
exprissedihe hope that “the Pal- 
estinian people will aitaia their 
objectives during 1985." the age- 
ncy said.. 
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Jordan sees move as ‘significant’, but caution prevails 


Too early to judge impact 

on U.S.-Soviet dialogue 
on Mideast, Masri says 


By Salameh B. Ne'matt 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Foreign Minister Taker A1 
Masri has described as “significant” Was- 
hington’s announcement Wednesday . that 
the United States and the Soviet Union, have 
agreed to hold talks on the Middle East pro- 
blem,' but he said that ft was too early for 
Jordan to comment on the development at 
this particular time. 


The U.S. confirmation that it 
intends to hold a dialogue with 
Moscow on the Middle East as 
part of the two superpowers' con- 
sultations on the regional level is 
“significant." Mr. Masri said in a 
statement to the Jordan Times 
Friday “but the full implications 
(of the sLepj are not very clear 
yet." he said. 

The foreign minister said Jor- 
dan considers it “too early to 
comment" on the U.S. ann- 
ouncement, “although we believe 
that the move comes as a con- 
tinuation of what President Rea- 
gan told the U.N. General Ass- 
embly last year.” 

Mr. Masri was referring to a 
speech by President Reagan to the 
General Assembly last September 
in which he said Washington 
would be* interested to hold " pol- 
icy* level"' ‘talks with the ‘ Soviet 
Union on various regional issues, 
including t he Middle East conflict. 

The foreign minister recalled 
that shortly after the Reagan spe- 
ech Jordan had outlined whar it 
considers as the basic req- 
uirements for a ' political set- 
tlement to the Middle East con- 
flict. Mr. Masri himself had add- 
ressed the General Assembly and 
said the most important of these 
requirements were ‘'the res- 


toration of the balance by and 
between the great powers vis-a-vis 
the Arab- Israeli conflict as well as 
the establishment of a balance 
between the Arabs and Israel.” 

Confirming that Washington 
and Moscow will hold talks on the 
Middle East. President Reagan's 
national security adviser, Robert. 
McFarlane, denied Wednesday 
that the agreement reflected any 
change in the Reagan adm- 
inistration’s policy towards the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Mr. McFarlane. who served as 
roving U.S. ambassador in the 
Middle East prior to his app- 
ointment as national security adv- 
iser. reiterated Washington's 
opposition to an international 
conference that would include the 
Soviet Union in Middle East dip- 
lomacy, . 

According to observers. *it was 
not clear yet what the Washington 
announcement meant in terms of 
practical efforts for peace in the 
Middle East and whether the pla- 
nned U.S.-Soviet dialogue would 
tackle the basic issues of dispute 
between the Arabs and Israel. 

Asked to comment on Mr. 
McFarlane's statement, a number 
of Jordanian officials gave mixed 
reactions. “If the U.S. has agreed 
to hold talks ‘with the Soviet 


Union, why not agree to hold such 
talks through the (projected ) int- 
ernational conference," said one 
official who preferred not to be 
named. “We believe the U.S. ref- 
usal (to hold the international con- 
ference) is not final, and there is 
still room for manoeuvre on this 
score," said another senior off- 
icial, who also did not want to be 
named. 

“We hope the latest move by 
the two superpowers is the pre- 
cursor for a new international 
movement to solve the Palestinian 
problem." the official said. “Alt- 
hough our past experiences (with 
the U.S.) are not encouraging, we 
have to be optimistic that this exp- 
erience. if consistent with the gen- 
uine search for movement in the 
area, will be different,” he added. 
“The Europeans also appear to be 
playing a stronger role in the sea- 
rch for Middle East peace this 
time, and in putting pressure on 
the Americans to move, and we 
are hopeful that combined efforrs 
by the international community 
will improve chances for a set- 
tlement in the end." 

The date and agenda for the 
planned U.S.-5oviet talks still 
remain to be fixed, and the mee- 
ting would not be “a matter of 
formal negotiation.” Mr. McF- 
arlanc said in his statement to an 
American television network. It 
would be “ the kind of normal exc- 
hange that two countries would 
agree to have when they are trying 
to understand each other's point 
of view and perhaps some day nar- 
row the differences.” he said. 

The U.S. stand at the talks 
.would favour direct talks between 
the Arabs and Israel. Mr. McF- 
arlane said, and that Washington 
would urge Moscow to put pre- 
ssure “in a positive way on the 
states with whom they have some 
influence." 


Israel expects to hold talks with 
Lebanon on withdrawal process 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israel 
expects to hold talks with Leb- 
anese army officers on Monday on 
ways of avoiding bloodshed after 
it withdraws its troops from Leb- 
anon. an Israeli o’fficial said Fri- 
day. 

TThe official said U.N. Under- 
Secretary-General Brian Urq- 
uhart told Israeli Foreign Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir Thursday that 
Beirut seemed willing to resume 
talks in the border village of Naq- 
oura on Monday. Israel broke off 
the talks on Jan. 7 after 1 2 sessions 
failed to produce agreement. 

Mr. Urquhart. who was in Bei- 
rut Friday and is due back in Tel 
Aviv on Sunday, said the Leb- 
anese were concerned that the 
withdrawal would be followed by 
factional bloodbath as was the 
case when Israel withdrew from 
the Shouf mountains in 1983. 

The Israeli cabinet decided last 
Monday on a three-stage uni- 
lateral withdrawal with the first 
stage scheduled to be completed 
by Feb. 1 S. A military spokesman 
said the army would start rem- 
oving equipment within two 
weeks. 


Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin told the Labour Party cen- 
tral committee Thursday night 
that Israel had allotted five weeks, 
for the Lebanese army and U.N. 
peacekeepers to take up positions' 
vacated by Israel but would not 
wait any longer. 

Mr. Urquhart told Mr. Shamir 
the U.N. would not be able to play 
a role in the evacuated region wit- 
hout a formal request from the 
Lebanese government to change 
the mandate of the U.N. pea- 
cekeeping force that has been dep- 
loyed in a narrow belt in the south 
since 1978. 

The first stage of the withdrawal 
includes the evacuation of Sidon. 
the largest city under Israeli occ- 
upation, to a new line along the 
Litani River. 

The second phase, tentatively 
scheduled for the spring, includes 
a pullback from eastern Lebanon, 
where Israeli soldiers are within 
easy artillery range of Damascus 
and control strategic mountains 
overlooking the Bekaa Valley. 

Mr. Rabin said he hoped to 
complete the withdrawal by sum- 
mer. 


Mr. Urquhart said, according to 
an Israeli spokesman, that Leb- 
anon would have to ask the U.N. 
Security Council to broaden the 
mandate of the U.N. Interim 
■ Force In Lebanon (UNIFIL) if it 
were to take over areas evacuated 
by the Israelis. 

The first phase of the Israeli 
plan calls for Israeli troops to red- 
eploy, along a line starting about 
five kilometres north of the city of 
Tyre and running northeast thr- 
ough the Amoun Heights north of 
Nabatiyeh up to the present Israeli 
-line along the Awali River. 

There are between 250.000 and 

400,000 inhabitants in the area to 
be evacuated in the first phase. 
After this pullback, nearly 

400.000 people, including some 

230.000 Shfite Muslims. 70.000 
Christians. 30.000 Druze and 

40.000 Palestinians will remain 
under Israeli occupation. 

The Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) has called for 
U.N. peacekeeping forces to be 
deployed to protect Palestinians 
when Israel completes the first 
stage of its withdrawal. 



ENVOY PRESENTS CREDENTIALS: King 
Juan Carlos of Spain Thursday received the cre- 
dentials of Jordan's ambassador to Spain. Moh- 
ammad Affash AJ Adwan, who also conveyed the 
greetings of His Majesty King Hussein to the Spa- 
nish monarch stressing Jordan's keenness on str- 


engthening and promoting bilateral relations. Dr. 
Adwan also expressed Jordan’s appreciation for 
Spanish supports for Arab causes. Dr. Adwan for- 
merly served as director of Her Majesty Queen N- 
oor's office. 


Beirut 
car bomb 
kills 3 

BEIRUT (Agencies! — A car 
bomb exploded in west Beirut and 
shellfire rocked the mostly Chr- 
istian sector and its suburbs Fri- 
day. Police said the violence cla- 
imed three lives and left 1 7 people 
injured, all civilians. 

The bomb-rigged car went off in 
a vacant lot that generally is full of 
children who use it a»'d pla- 
yground. But there were not many 
around at the time of the exp- 
losion at 1 1 :50 a.ra. (0950 GMT) 
and police said two pedestrians 
were killed and 12 others wou- 
nded. 

Armed militiamen — in uni- 
forms and civilian clothes — blo- 
cked reporters and photographers 
from getting near the scene. But 
chunks of metal, barely rec- 
ognisable as an auto, could be seen 
in the parking lot. 

Government troops and mil- 
itiamen clashed in artillery battles 
after midday on the hills ove- 
rlooking the capital. Police and 
witnesses said shells and rockets 
crashed in the suburbs of Hazmieh 
and Baabda. where the pre- 
sidential palace is located. 

One civilian was killed and ano- 
ther .injured in Hazmieh, police 
said. Several rockets struck about 
500 metres from President Amin 
Gemayers palace in Baabda but 
the two-storey villa was not hit. 
witnesses quoted by the Ass- 
ociated Press said. 

The day' 5 violence opened with 
six shell blasts that injured four 
civilians in east Beirut in the mor- 
ning. 

Police said four civilians, inc- 
luding three school children, were 
wounded in the shell explosions 
that rocked the residential nei- 
ghbourhoods of Ain Ai Rum- 
raaneh and Furn AJ Shubbak in 
east Beirut. 

Police also announced that two 
bombs, each comprising five kil- 
ogrammes of TNT. were 'safely 
defused in a garbage bin at the 
entrance of a bottling plant in west 
Beirut minutes before they were 
timed to go off Friday morning. 

Sixteen people were killed and 
more than 125 injured in a spree 
of bombings that hit banks, res- 
taurants. gas stations and parking 
lots in Beirut's western sector in 
the past 10 days. 


Israeli tank opens fire 


BEIRUT (R) — An Israeli tank 
Friday fired three shells into Leb- 
anese army-held territory north of 
the Israeli from lines, a Lebanese 
army spokesman said. 

The tank drove Friday morning 
onto a bridge that crosses the 
Awali River — the from line of 
Israeli troops occupying South 
Lebanon — and fired three shells 
into the Iqlim Al Kharroub. the 
spokesman said. 

Police in Sidon. provincial cap- 
ital of occupied South Lebanon, 
said the three rounds fired by the 
Israeli tank struck Wardanich. in 
the southern flank of the Kha- 
rroub province. 

Police said they had no imm- 
ediate reports of casualties. 

It was the first such incident 


Saturday in preparation for dep- 
loyment in South Lebanon when, 
the Israelis withdraw. 

The Lebanese troops did not 
reach the Awali River. 38 kil- 
ometres south of Beirut, on Sat- 
urday because of Israeli army and 
pro- Israeli militia checkpoints two 
kilometres north of the river. 

Lebanese military sources have 
questioned Israel's desire to coo- 
rdinate the withdrawal with the 
Lebanese. Israel has said Us eva- 
cuation of the Sidon area, just 
south of the Awali. would be fin- 
ished* within five weeks to com- 
plete the first part of a three-stage 
plan to end the 3 1 -month-old 
occupation ol the south. 

Meanwhile in Tel Aviv, military 
sources said an Israeli army patrol 


since the Lebanese army look con-' Friday discovered two lully- 
trol of the Kharroub region on loaded Katyusha rocket launchers 

in South Lebanon three kil- 
ometres northwest of the Israeli 
border town of Meiulla. 

The rockets were aimed at nor- 
thern Israeli settlements and were 
ready for firing, the sources 
added. 


Washington 
plans increased 
aid to Israel 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The Reagan administration will 
propose a limited increase in mil- 
itary aid to Israel in 1986. but has 
put off a request for more eco- 
nomic aid until the economically 
distressed nation demonstrates it 
can put its fiscal house in order, 
according to government sources 
quoted by U.S. newspapers. 

The New York Times reported 
that administration sources said 
Israel would probably get an add- 
itional $400 million in military aid 
for the next fiscal year over the 
current SI .4 billion. But economic 
aid would stay at SI. 2 billion until 
much tougher austerity measures 
were effected. 

In a decision approved by Pre- 
sident Reagan earlier this week, 
the White House delayed any act- 
ion on the increased economic aid 
request until later this year bec- 
ause Israel has failed to show it has 
an effective plan to deal with its 
runaway inflation and chaotic 
economy, sources quoted by the 
Washington Times said. 

The 1986 budget request next 
month also will reflect what one 
source called “a balanced dec- 
ision" on increased aid sought by 
Egypt, which considers itself an 
equal client with Israel as far as 
American help is concerned. 


Obeid 
reveals 
plans for 
rail links 
with airport 

AQABA (Petra) — Tra- 
nsport Minister Farhi Obeid 
Friday announced that the 
Ministry of Transport is 
planning to introduce a 
high-speed train service to 
link Amman with the 
Queen Alia International 
Airport. 

Speaking at a press con- 
ference here, Mr. Obeid 
said the ministry is also con- 
sidering plans to introduce 
regular train service bet- 
ween Aqaba and Amman 
and neighbouring Arab sta- 
tes. 

The ministry's plans for 
Aqaba include a modern 
railway station and a new 
pier for handling fuel, the 
minister said. 

Mr. Obeid, who was spe- 
aking to reporters after cha- 
iring a meeting of the board 
of directors of the Ports 
Corporation, revealed that 
in 1984 the port of Aqaba 
handled 6.2 million tonnes 
of imports and six million 
tonnes of exports. The exp- 
orted goods were mainly 
phosphates, potash and fer- 
tilizers and crude oil. he 
said. 

The Ports Corporation 
has decided to join the Int- 
ernational Ports Ass- 
ociation. the minister said. 

The corporation plans to 
send its employees for adv- 
anced training in Arab cou- 
ntries and other friendly 
countries, he added. 

During his visit to Aqaba 
the transport minister jteld 
talks with heads of various 
departments within the 
Ports Corporation and rev- 
iewed with them the work of 
Aqaba Port and ways to 
improve its services. 


Kyprianou, Denktash hold 
first meeting in six years 


U.S. ‘concerned’ over Israel settling Falashas in West Bank 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — The 
Reagan administration has told 
Israel it is concerned that some 
Ethiopian Jewish refugees may 
have been settled in the occupied 
West Bank, the New York Times 
reported Friday. 

Citing unidentified U.S. State 
Department officials, the Times 
said the U.S. embassy in Tel Aviv 
was instructed to complain to the 
Israelis about reports that hun- 
dreds- of Ethiopians were sent to 
the Kiryat Arba settlement out- 
side Hebron in the West Bank. 

The United States has given Isr- 
ael some Sli5 million for the res- 
ettlement expenses of new imm- 
igrants this fiscal year, and Was- 
hington wants to make sure none 
is spent on enlarging settlements 


in the West Bank, according to the 
Times. 

An Israeli embassy official in 
Washington responded to the 
.American complaint, raying that 
when Israeli Minister of Imm- 
igration Yakov Tzur was in Was- 
hington recently, he gave ass- 
urances that the West iBank would 
not necessarily be the refugees 
home, the Times -said. The min- 
ister reportedly said five pro- 
cessing centres are handling the 
Ethiopian refugees, and only one 
of them is in the West Bank. 

American officials in Tel Aviv 
said Thursday the United Slates 
has told Israel it should not use 
U.S. aid to settle Ethiopian Jews 
in the occupied West Bank and 
Golan Heights. 


'The SIS million a year we are 
giving Israel for refugees can't be 
spent across the green line.” a 
U.S. official told Reuters. The 
terra refers to Israel's pre-1967 
boundaries. 

The Haaretz newspaper said a 
number of Ethiopian Jews who 
arrived in Israel in recent years 
were allotted apartments in the 
Arab West Bank and Golan Hei- 
ghts which Israel occupied m the 
1967 Middle East war. 

The report said at least one min- 
ister urged the government to 
send some of the black Jews, also- 
known as Falashas. recently air- 
lifted to Israel to settlements in the 
occupied territories, which Was- 
hington has called obstacles to- 
Middle East peace. • ' 


“We ... brought to their att- 
ention this is not the way to go 
about it the official said. 

After the U.S. position was 
made known to the Israelis, senior 
government officials decided aga- 
inst settling Ethiopian Jews in the 
occupied regions, Haaretz said. 
Officials at the Ministry of Abs- 
orption were not available for 
comment.- 

A Soviet newspaper mea- 
nwhile. described the secret airlift 
of thousands of Ethiopian Jews to 
Israel as an act of international 
brigandage and a dirty political 
game. 

“Is there any other way to des- 
cribe the abducrion of thousands 
of citizens without the consent of 
(heir government.” the daily 


Komsomolskaya Pravda said. 

ft said Israel was playing a 
"dirty political game" by settling 
the black Jews on the occupied 
West Bank. Their purpose was to 
turn Arabs against Ethiopia, it 
said. 

The airlift of Falashas from 
Sudan would destroy their culture 
and lies with their homeland, it 
said. 

“Once Israel knew they were 
seeking refuge in Sudan, it sent 
'emissaries to haunt Falashas* 
camps." the paper said. They took 
advantage of the Ethiopians' suf- 
fering to lure them to Israel. 

“Many Falashas yielded to 
them. They just did not have the 
strength to resist them." it said. 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
leaders of the Greek Cypriot and 
Turkish Cypriot communities held 
their first meeting for nearly six 
yeans but gave no him of progress' 
in efforts to reunite their divided 
island. 

President Spyros Kyprianou. 
representing the ethnic Greeks, 
and Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktash conferred for a total of 
about three hours in the presence, 
of Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar. 

They were meeting again Friday 
to try to complete the framework 


for a new federal constitution to 
replace the one that dissolved in 
intcr-eomraunal violence in 1963. 

The plan was drafted during 
three negotiating rounds when the 
U.N. chief met separately with 
•Mr. Kyprianou and Mr. Denktash. 
who heads a breakaway state in 
pan of the Cyprus occupied by 
Turkish troops since 1974. 

After a brief public handshake, 
the two estranged leaders were 
- welcomed by Mr. Perez de Cue- 
llar. who said a unique chance now 
existed for a settlement. 



Announcesthestartoftoursof Singapore 
and Manila for 10 days starting Jan. 17, 
1985. Every Thursday ail the year round. 

Starting from JD 345 

■Which covers accommodation at deluxe 
and f/rstclass hotels and breakfast in add- 
ition to programme tours. 

For more information and reservation 
call 
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■^ome-MkMte East news 

(J.N. team in Iran after 
visiting PoWs in Iraq 






- - 


‘LONDON (R) — A three-man United Nations team 
arrived in Tehran Friday after visiting Iraq to ins- 
pect Golf war prison camps, the national Iranian 
News Agency IRNA said. 


The agency, received in Lon- 
don. said the team . which will Ole a 
report for U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar, 
was welcomed by Iranian Foreign 
Ministry officials and members of 
the U.N. office in Tehran. 

Iran said this week it would do 
everything to help the team, which 
was formed in November fol- 
lowing allegations that six Iraqi 
prisoners- of- war (PoWs) had died 
the previous month in a riot at a 
camp in Gorgan. northern Iran. 

Tehran agreed to receive the 
mission if it visited Iraq first. Iran 
and Iraq have been at war for SI 
months. 

Iran's Deputy Foreign Minister. 
Hussein Kazem-Pour Ardebili. 
said on Tuesday Iran welcomed 


Sharon jury ponders 
second of three issues 


NEW YORK (R) — The jury in 
Ariel Sharon's $50 million libel 
case against Time magazine has 
failed to reach a decision after 
spending 21 hours pondering the 
second of three issues on which it 
must adjudicate. 

The former Israeli defence chief 
charges that Time suggested he 
instigated a 1982 massacre at two 
Beirut refugee camps. 

On Wednesday, after 17 hours 
behind closed doors, the jurors 
found that Sharon was defamed by 
a disputed paragraph in Time's 
report on the official Israeli inq- 
uiry into the massacre. 

On Thursday, the juty tried to 
determine the truth or falsity of a 
paragraph which said Mr. Sharon: 
discussed the need for revenge 
with Falahge leaders before their 
' forces entered the Palestinian 
camps at Sabra and Shatilla. 

The question is the second of 
three the six-member jury must 
answer to reach judgment! 

If jurors decide it is true. Time 
automatically wins the case. 

If they find it false, they will 
then; move to the next stage of the 


verdict and decide whether the 
article was published with kno- 
wledge that it was false or was pub- 
lished with reckless disregard for 
the truth. 

If and only if Sharon gets aff- 
• innative answers on all three que- 
stions, the jury, after hearing mo re 
evidence, will decide if his rep- 
utation was harmed and how 
much compensation he should 
receive. 

Some courtroom observers had 
predicted the juiy would reach a 
quick decision in Sharon's favour 
on the second question and then 
move to the third. 

Time has conceded in court that 
part of the disputed paragraph, 
attributing the alleged revenge 
discussion to a secret section of the 
Israeli inquiry, was incorrect. 

It argued, however, that sup- 
port for the report might be in 
some other documents being wit- 
hheld by the Jewish government. 

The burden of proof in all cla- 
ims is on Mr. Sharon. He told the 
court he had never discussed rev- 
enge. 


Morocco reportedly seals off 
Algerian frontier in Sahara 


RABAT (R) — Morocco has 
completed a 400-kilometre line of 
defences in the Western Sahara to 
sea] off the Algerian frontier and 
lock out guerrillas from the dis- 
puted area there, officials have 
announced. 

In a message to King Hassan. 
the commander of 80,000 Mor- 
occan troops in the Western Sah- 
ara, Colonel-’Major Abdul Aziz 
Bennani. said the new defence line 
added 17.000 square kilometres 
to the zone controlled by Mor- 
occan forces. 

In the message, broadcast by 
state radio, Bennani said several ■ 


more localities had been brought 
inside the Moroccan defence net- 
work, including Farsia and the 
former Spanish outpost of Mah- 
bes. some 40 kilometres west of 
the Algerian border. 

Foreign military observers in 
Morocco say the defences change 
the conflict from a series of hit- 
and-run raids and sporadic inc- 
ursions by Polisario into a stand- 
up fight across the Moroccan- 
Algerian border. 

Moroccan sources said Algeria 
and Polisario could no longer say 
guerrilla attacks were launched 
from “liberated territories”. 


nian camp hi which several Iraqi ■■ : 

PoWs died and others were inj- - 

“red. jfc. ' ~ MB' 

Meanwhile a senior Jordanian . ” V-'- A 

Foreign Ministry official said a 
seven-member Arab follow-up 
committee on the Iran-Iiaq war 
will meet in Baghdad next Sunday. 

He said Foreign Minister Taher 
Ai Masri would join foreign min- 

isters from Iraq, Tunisia, Mor- . ,-1 

occo, Saudi Arabia. Kuwait and LT 

North Yemen to discuss the 

51-month-old Gulf war. dev- y SM 

elopments. 

The committee was -formed at HBp ’Me! ^ 

an emergency meeting of Arab ^ -/• ^B( ( 

foreign ministers in Baghdad last if m Wr' 

year to see what measures Arab A, -- \ 

countries could take to end the V’ r 

war. 

It has already made several trips ^ ^ 

to European and Asian countries 

which have economic ties with . .■ ... . . , . . , , .... _. . _ . . . 

Tehran to persuade them to halt A view of the cabinet session held at Irfaid on Thnrsday (Petra photo) 

arms sales to lraa. , 
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the team because Tehran was con- 
cerned about the treatment of Ira- 
nian prisoners in Iraq after what 
be called “one-sided reports’' of 
the Gorgan incident. 

Both sides are believed to be 
holding tens of thousands of 
PoWs'. 

Earlier the three-man team left 
Baghdad for Tehran after inv- 
estigating conditions for Iranian 
PoWs in Iraq, the official Iraqi 
News Agency reported. 

The mission, which arrived in 
Baghdad last Friday, will spend 
another six days in Iran to inv- 
estigate conditions for Iraqi PoWs 
there. 

The team was formed last Nov- 
ember after' an incident in an Ira- 


Arab states end talks 
on Palestinian refugees 


U.S. aide wants close 
ties with Israel, Arabs 


TUNIS (Petra) — A conference 
by Arab states hosting Palestinian 
refugees, which ended meetings 
here, has called on Arab countries^ 
to facilitate the travel and work of* 
refugees in Arab countries. 

The recommendation was inc- 
luded in a statement which also 
presented proposals and decisions 
on various issues pertaining to the 
refugees. 

The recommendations and res- 
olutions covered Israers drive to 
remove the refugee camps from 
their present sites in the occupied 


territories, ways to confront this 
.move and Israers settlement pol- 
icy as well as the recurrent deficit 
in the budget of the United Nat- 
ions Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees (UNRWA). 

The recommendations and res- 
olutions will be referred to the 
Arab League Council meeting in 
Tunis. 

Taking pan in the four-day 
meeting were delegates from Jor- 
dan, Syria, Lebanon. Palestine 
and the Arab League. 


WASHINGTON (US1A) — The 
United States should be able to 
have close ties with Israel and the 
Arab nations as well, said Ass- 
istant Defence Secretary Richard 
Perle. 

Expressing a personal view dur- 
ing a briefing at the Foreign Press 
Centre in Washington, Mr. Perle 
said it should be possible for the 
United States to maintain “ a close 
and friendly relationship with Isr- 
ael without denying ourselves the 
obvious benefits and advantages 


of a close and friendly relationship 
with the Arab countries.” 

Mr. Perle said that in his view 
Israel is a positive factor in “the 
security of the United States.” 

Asked about the potential ben- 
efits of formalising the LLS.- 
Israeti relationship in treaty form, 
Mr. Perle said he would leave that 
“to the experts." 

Mr. Perle serves as assistant sec- 
retary of defence for international 
security policy." 


Debate over UNIFIL complicates peacekeeping role 


By John Kohot 

Reuter 

NAQOURA, Lebanon — In 
Israeli-occupied South Lebanon, 
a farmer called them “useless” 
and a businessman said they were 
“nice fellows but powerless'' — 
but a woman sbopowner thought 
they were “absolutely great." 

All agreed, however, that the 
5,200 blue-capped United Nat- 
ions peacekeeping troops south of 
Lebanon's Litani River have a 
tough job. 

The U. N. Int erim Force In Leb- 
anon (UNIFIL), set up in 1978; 
after Israers invasion to the Lit- 
ani, has been called toothless by 
Lebanese. The Israelis, who inv- 
aded again in June 1982, have said 
it protects an ti- Israeli com- 
mandos. UNIFIL denies this. 

Lebanese-Israeli debate over 
UNIFIL during talks on ending 
Israers occupation of southern 
Lebanon made the force still more 
controversial, and Israers ann- 
ouncement this week of a uni- 
lateral pullout could make pea- 
cekeeping even harder, U.N. sou- 
rces said. 

After the talks at UNIFIL hea- 
dquarters in the south Lebanese 
village of Naqoura started on Nov. 
8, local residents began que- 


stioning the presence of the force, 
to which the Netherlands, Fin-, 
land, Norway, Sweden. Ghana,. 
Fiji. France. Italy and Ireland con- 
_ tribute men. 

Last month a statement by the 
fundamentalist Hizbollah (Party 
of God) published in Beirut new- 
spapers said: “We will be obliged 
to mount resistance against UNI- 
FIL because it is a foreign force." 

U.N. sources said this seemed to 
be a direct outcome of the Naq- 
oura talks. Israel wants UNIFIL to 
take over, security in the south 
.after it '"withdraws, - with an 
Israeli-backed militia patrolling 
border areas. 

Lebanon, saying Israel wants to 
use UNIFIL to create a buffer 
zone, has stuck to its demand that 
its own army take over the occ- 
upied area with UNIFIL backing 
despite Israers suspension of the 
talks last week after 12 fruitless 
rounds. 

“To th e man in the street it may 
seem UNIFIL backs Israel, tho- 
ugh UNIFIL is here because every 
six months Lebanon goes to the 
U.N. Security Council and says 
UNIFIL is the only symbol of 
Lebanese sovereignty, please 
stay,” a source dose to the force 
said. 

"The last thing we want is to be 


treated like an outside force with 
its own interests,'' a UNIFIL off- 
icer said, referring to the four- 
nation force which left Lebanon 
after suicide bomb attacks killed 
299 French and U.S. soldiers in 
October 1983. 

The first part of Israers three- 
stage withdrawal plan, to be com- 
pleted in five weeks, will pull Isr- 
aeli soldiers in the Western sector 
of the occupied area down to the 
Litani. 

Diplomatic sources said com- 
mando attacks on 'Israeli troops 
could multiply as the Israelis give- 
up ground, while a greater con- 
centration of Israelis south of the 
Litani * would heighten tension 
between the occupation forces 
and locals. 

Even before the withdrawal 
announcement, some UNIFIL 
members expressed concern over 
the mandate. 

A Defence Ministry spokesman 
in Oslo said this month Norway 
planned to reduce its 868-man 
contingent by April unless Israel 
and Lebanon reached a security 
accord, because it considered 
UNIFIL powerless to cany out its 
mandate. Finland has also exp- 
ressed concern over the mandate's 
limitations. 


UNIFIL Spokesman Timoi 
Gofcsel told Reuters UNIFTL 
faced a basic contradiction: “For 
the first time in history, we find an 
occupying force operating beside 
a peace force," he said. 

But by its presence UNIFIL 
provides a measure of security, 
checking cars for weapons at 
guard posts dotting the landscape. 
Weapons taken from militiamen 
must be returned to those who 
issue them, often the Israelis, or to 
local authorities. 

. “Presumably the Israelis give 
the armsback to militiamen, burat 
least it takes the weapons out of 
circulation for 48 hours and states 
our posi tion," an Irish officer said. 

A UNIFIL truck usually tails 
Israeli troop convoys. “We are 
always there with the Israelis. We 
can’t stop them, but we hope our 
presence will prevent extremes,” a 
Finnish officer said. 

Southern Lebanese say most 
people understand UNIFIL has I 
no authority to stop the Israelis 
when they enter villages, often 
making arrests. 

"The people here respect UNI- 
FIL and want it to stay. They know 
UNIFIL can’t stop the Israelis," 
the mukhtar (headman) of the vil- 
lage of Bidias said. 


Hussein gets report g 
on General Assembly; 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein has received a rep- 
ort on the work of the U.N. Gen- 
eral Assembly's 39th session 
which was concluded last month. 

The report was presented to the 
King at the Royal Court Thursday 
by Jordan's permanent U.N. rep- 


resentative Abdullah Salah.V 

The report included a general 
appraisal by Mr. Salah of (he'U K; 
General Assembly sesskmantf the 
roles played by Jordan and other 
Arab countries during its various 
meetings. 


3 million Sudanese 
displaced by drought 


KHARTOUM (R) — Nearly 
three million Sudanese have been 
driven from their homes by dro- 
ught in the past year and their 
plight could soon become as grave 
as that of Ethiopian famine vic- 
tims, Sudan’s Health Minister 
Abdul Sal am Saleh Isa said. 

He told Reuters in an interview 
that 2.8 milli on Sudanese in nor- 
thern Darfur and Kordofan pro- 
vinces and along the Red Sea coast 
i had fled to camps along the sou- 
thern .fringe of the drought-hit 
Sahel belt and near the Nile. 

“The problem could become as 
serious as that in Ethiopia in four 
to five months if we don't get 
rain," Mr. Isa said. 

He said the plight of the mostly 
Nomadic population in the nor- 
thern Red Sea coastal region, 
where 800.000 people have been 
displaced, was especially serious. 
“The situation there is horrible. 
We can't get people down from 
the hills to put them in camps near 
the main roads." 

A giant camp on the outskirts of 
Omdurman, Khartoum's twin 
city, has sprung up in the last two 
months. People there said h mai- 
nly housed victims from Darfur 
and Kordofan. 

Mr. Isa said roughly 50 had died 
in the first few weeks of the camp's 
existence from hunger and the eff- 
ects of travel, often by foot, over 
distances of up to 800 kilometres. 

Camp residents said they were 
finding little food and were being 
told -by officials to return to their 
.regions. 

. Mr. Isa confirmed the gov- 
ernment was repatriating between 
200 and 300 a day by truck to 
camps in their home provinces. 
The population of the Omdurman 
camp had dropped from 42,000 
four weeks ago to 35,000 at pre- 
sent. 

“The people don't like to be 
waiting in camps on the periphery 
of big cities. We are trying to rep- 
atriate them.",- . .. 

He said the displaced were 
badly straining Sudanese health 
facilities despite the help of 21 int- 


ernational aid agencies- 

The drought meanwhile has 
sunk the level of the Blue Nile, 
vital for irrigation and- hydr 
roelectric power, to “its lowest 
level since 1913." Mr. tsa said. 

- Power cuts of four -and -a- half - 
hours each morning have befcn int- 
roduced in residential sectors' of* 
Khartoum, residents say. 

Energy Minister Sherif Tuhami 
told Reuters in a recent interview . 
that by- March, hydroelectric- 
power would supply only 25 per 
cent of total needs compared with 
60 per cent normally. 

He said a crash programme to . 
"construct three new gas turbine, 
generating plants in the Khartoum 
area by March would enable . 
Sudan to replace power tost bec- 
ause of the drought. 

Meanwhile the head of the Uni- 
ted States Agency for Int- 
ernational Development 
(USAID) announced on Jan. 17 
that the American government 
has approved the shipment of an 
additional 1 00.000 tons of food to 
Sudan. 

In testimony at the first Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee 
hearing of the 99th U.S. Congress. 
USAID Administrator M. Peter* 
McPherson said the U.S. gov- 
ernment now estimates that four 
million people in Sudan are thr- 
eatened by famine. In addition, 
some seven miliion are still thr-* 
eatened in Ethiopia, he said. 

Also testifying before the Sen- 
ate panel were the assistant Sec- 
retary of State for African Affairs, 
Chester A. Crocker, and the 
Under Secretary of Agriculture, 
Daniel G. Amstutz. 

Senator Richard Lugar. the new 
chairman of the Senate foreign 
affairs panel, called the hearing to 
receive reports on the American 
response to the current famine 
emergency in Africa. In his ope- 
ning remarks. Sen. Lugar said his 
committee and the Senate Agr- 
iculture. Committee, chaired by 
Senator Jesse Helms, plan** to rev- 
iew the scope of the U.S. rescue 
effort" in Africa. 


Sudan hangs banned 
opposition party leader 


KHARTOUM (R) — The 76- 
year-old leader of Sudan' s banned 
Republican Brothers Party, 
Mahmoud Muhammad Taha, was 
hanged in a Khartoum prison Fri- 
day for opposing application of 
the Sharia (Islamic Law) in Sudan, 
eyewitnesses said. 

They said Mr. Taha was exe- 
cuted on a red-painted gallows in 
Kober Prison in front of about 


2,000 people, including four col- 
leagues also sentenced to die. Pri- 
son sources said his body was 
taken by helicopterfor burial at an 
undisclosed place. 

Mr. Taha was sentenced to 
death last week by a criminal court 
for heresy and opposing the Sha- 
ria, introduced in Sudan by Pre- 
sident Jaafar Numeiri in 1983. 
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Time 89:08 World News 0*09 24 
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Jolly Good Show 11:00 World News 
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World Today 11:30 Financial News 
11:40 Look Ahead 11:45 Handel In 
London 12:00 News Summary 12:15 
Letter from America 12:30 People and 
Politics UkOO World News I3HW News’ 
About Britain 1115 About Britain 
13=38 Meridian 1*88 Radio Newsreel 
1*15 Anything Goes 1*45 Sports 
Round-up 15:88 World News 1549 24 
Hours: News Summary 15:30 Network 
U.K. 15:45 Country Muse Profile Mc88 
News Summary. Music Now 1638 Sat- 
urday Special 17:00 Radio Newsreel 
17:15 Saturday Special I&00 World 
News 1&89 Commentary I8E15 Sat- 
urday Special 19*0 News Summary: 
Saturday Special 19:45 Sports Round- 
up 2*00 Newsdesk 2*30 Baku's Hair 
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World News 22:09 24 Hours: News 
Summary 22J# Jazz for the Asking 
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New 2*30 People and Politics 24 M 
World News 0*09 From our own Cor- 
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VOICE OF AMERICA 
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•*•0 VOA Morning: News. Informal 
Presentation of Popular Music with Fea- 
ture Reports. Interviews, Answers io 
Listeners’ Questions. Science Digest, 
Sports News at 30 minute past the hour, 
17:00 News lTsliThis Week 17:30 Press 
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Survey of World News. 


WHAT'S GOING ON 

TODAY’S EVENTS n V Muruiea'j**mMm 


FOR THE TRAVELLER [USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


FILM 

* A French cartoon Elm entitled “Tta 
Fabulous Adventures of the Legendary 
Baron de Munchausen” with English 
and Arabic commentary at 8:00 p.m. at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

PLAY 

* A local play (The Choice) at the Royal 
Cultural Centre (until Jan. 30). 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre . Tel. 661026/7 

Ameri c an Centre 44371 

American Centre Lforary 41520 

British Council 36147-8 

French Cultural Centre ... 37009 

Goethe Institute 41993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 44203 

' Spanish Cultural Centre 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 39777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181 

Y.W.C.A. 41793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 361 1 1 

University of Jordan library 843555 

MUSEUMS 


FdUon Mania: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Abo 
from Madabe and 1 crash (4th io 18ib 
centuries). The ‘ Roman Theatre, 
Amman. Opening boun: 9.00 a.m. - 5 
p.m. Year-round. TeL SI760. 

Jordan ArrfaneofogicalMnactna: Hasan 
caceflem collection of ihe antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal Al QaTa (Citadel HUH. 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 pjn. 

( Fridays and official holidays 10.00 ajn. 
4-OQ p.m.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan Nadonal GMkry: Contains a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and seu- 
tprares by contemporary Islamic artists 
front most of the Muslim countries and a 
coDection of paintings by 19th Century 
ftriettulist artists. Muntazah, Jabal 
'Luwefodeh. Opening hours: 10.00 am. 
1.30 p.m. and 3 JO p.m. - 6.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 30128. 

Martyrs’ Mr —rial tWBBary Mnaae ■ 
Collection of military memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports City. Amman. Opening hoars 9 
ajn.-4 p.m. Closed Saturdays. Tel. 
664240. 


Hopatar Life of Jordan Museum: 100 to 
ISO year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instrument*, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 ami. - 5.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays- TeL 37169. 


SERVICE CLUBS 

Uns Amman Club. Meeting* every 
■Bret and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn. I JO pjH. 

Liens Pban d d ph ia Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
Ihe Ammon Hotel 7 JO p.m. 
ndMdpMa Rotary Chib. Meetings- 
every Wednesday al the Holiday Inn. 
1 JO p.m. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel 2.00 p jo. 
Royal AntonabSe Club. Jabal Amman, 

, Eighth Circle. TeL 815261. 


CHURCHES 

St- Joatph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, tel. 24590. 

Church if ihe Amnmciation (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh, 37440. 

Dt H Snflt Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein, 661757. 

Charch of the AjtBun c b Ul — (Greek 
Orthodox) AbdalL 23541. 

' Anglican Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman. 25383. 
Armenian Catholic Church Ashraficb. 

Armtifla Orthodox Church Ashrafieh. 
775261. 

SL Ephraim Church (Syrian Orthodox) 
Aihrafieh, 771751. 

A tom Iutcraudooul Church flnter- 
demminatiQaaiV. meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmetiaal. 816534. 


PRAYER TIMES 

Fair 

06:24 .... ......... l Sunrise) Duha 

17=16 

.r^bha 


AMMAN AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation department at die Queen Alia ' 
International Airport. teL (08) 53250. 
53070, 53082, 53171, where it should 
always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

09J# Aqaba (RJ) 

•W0 ... Dubai. Karachi (RJ) 

•*45 — Cairo (RJ) 

89:45 Jeddah (RJ) 

•9:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

•MS Bahrain. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

9905 Dbahran (RJ) 

1*28 Cairo (MS) 

1*20 Beirut (RJ)- 

1*45 Riyadh (RJ) 

1*45 .. — Singapore, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

I0£0 Laraaca. Damascus (RJ) 

12£0 Bahrain. Abu Dhabi, Muscat 
(OF) 

1*40 Kuwait (KG) 

1*50 Baghdad (IA> 

17:25 Athens (RJ) 

IM0 — . Frankfurt, Copenhagen (RJ) . 

1*30 «... Paris, Damascus (AF) 

1&30 Cairo (RJ) 

19£5 Beirut (MEA) 

19:45 Tripoli (RJ) 

■2*40 . — Rome. Damascus (AZ) 

2*51 Frankfort. Damascus (LH) 

22CM Cairo (MS) 

•*45 - Cairo (RJ) 

81:10 — *..... Baghdad (RJ) 

81*38 — Bucharest. Laraaca (RO) 

DEPARTURES 


05:45 ... 
8*50 ... 
07*6 ... 
87:15 ._ 
8*30 ... 
8*45 _ 
11:» - 
!U3» - 

11:45 
12*0 .... 
1*15 _. 
12:20 ._ 
mo .... 
13*0 _. 
1*30 ... 
1&40 ... 
17:50 .... 
1*38 .... 
2*15 .... 
2*30 ... 
2*45 .... 
21:10 .... 
23:28 ... 
8*40 


Cairo (RJ) 

— Damascus. Frankfurt (LH) 
Beirut (RJ) 


- - Athens (OA) 

— Beirut (MEA) 

- — Tripoli (RJ) 

Athens (RJ) 

— — Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

- Loudon (RJ) 

. Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 
— — ............. Frankfurt (RJ) 

. — Rome, Paris (RJ) 

— — Bahrain (OF) 

— — Cabo (RJ) 

Kuwait 1KU) 

Baghdad (IA) 

........ — Kuwait (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

— .... Abu Dhabi, Dubai (Rjj 

Cairo (RJ) 

Baghdad (RJ) 

— Cairo (MS) 

.... Laraaca, Bucharest (RO) 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-line ships docking at Aqaba 
port : 

— Rubia 

— Kora W Irani a 

— Blue Nile 

— VUle Demirage 

— Jala Govino 

— Trigiav 

— Kapiran K&minskij 

Amin KLaw&r and Sons Company, TeL 
22324 (six lines) t your service. 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Local seOibuy rases in J 

Belgian franc 64.1/ 64 

Dutch guilder 113.5/ 114 

Egyptian guinea 306.0 310 

French franc 415/ 42 

Iraqi dinar 344.3/ 

Italian Hue (for 100) 20.8/ ; 

Japanese yen (for 100) 159.9/ 160. 

Kuwaiti dinar 1331.fi/ 1336 

Lebanese lira ....... 42 J/ ' 43 

Omani riyai 1170/ m 

Oatari riyal 111.8/ 112 

Saudi riyal 1 14.7/ 1 1 

Swedish crown 44.7/ 4 

Swiss franc 152.7/ 153, 

Syrian lira 37.7/ 3 

-UAE dirham 110.6/ 111. 

UJL Sterling pound 457 J/ 46o! 

U.S. dollar 406 J/ 408. 

W. German mark -.128.2/ 12 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology- 

It 'Yffl’be partly cloudy u dowdy, with 
scattered showers, especially in the nor- 
thern region. Westerly moderate winds 
will be freshening at times. There will be 
a drop in temperature. In Aqaba, h will 
be partly cloudy, wjth southerly winds 
and rough sea. 

Lowlfugi i temperature In deg.C. 

Amman 41 8 

Aq8b» — - 9/16 

Deserts..- 3/10 

Jordan Valley ........................ — 8/13 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 11, Aqaba 18. 'Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 60 per oenL Aqaba 30 
percent- 


EMERGENCIES 

Ambulance 193, 775111 

Fintaid, fire, police 199 

Blood bank 775121 

CMl Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 22090-3 

Police rescue 192, 21111, 37777 

Police headquarters 39141 

Traffic police 56390-1 

Electric Power Co. 36381-2 

Municipal water service .771125-8 

Queen AJia lot. Airport .. (0B) 53333 

HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre .. 813813-32 
KbaBdi Maternity. J. Amn _ 44281-4 
Akileh Maternity, j. Amman .. 42441 

Jabal.Amman Maternity «... 42362 

Malhaa. J. Amman 36140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171 -4 

Sbmdatni Hospital 66913} 

University Hospital 345845 

Dar Al- Shift), j. Hussein 667158 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227-9' 

The Islamic, Abdati 665292 

Al-Ahh. Abdali 664)64 

Italian. Al-Mubajnxn 777101 -*3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 775111 

Army. Marin ■. 91611 

NIGHT DUTY 


Dr. Zero Zaghkml 38391 

Mreisb pharmacy 770910 

Grand Arabian pharmacy 24051 

Salameh pharmacy 94779 

Nipal pharmacy 671560 

Al Saua' pharmacy 724054 

Na’hn pharmacy 1.772310 


.TAXIS: 

Rainbow taxi 

Khasem taxi 

Ambassador taxi ......... 

Karuak taxi ”” 

Jihad t»«i 

Nabda taxi 


37249 

43620 

664660 

668761 

842664 

663003 


IRBID 

Dr. Issam Al Saicb 

Fuad pharmacy 

ZA&QA: 

Dr. Mohammad A. Yashmour - 1— 1 
Al Jalab pharmacy ( ) 


74723 

2085 


AMMAN: 

Dr, Sa'id Rashid .... 


773500 


GENERAL 

Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan 

Miniary of Tourism ..... 

.Hotel complaints 

Price com plaints 

Telephone: 

lafosmatioc 

Jordan and Middle East cajjbs" 

Overseas calls .—.™ 

Cable or telegram " 

Repair seroce 


12 

— ... 10 
17 


MARKET PRICES 


Upperliower price in 

Apple (double red) 

Apple (golden) 

Apple (ttaikenK 


Banana (Midaumnar) 

Beans 

Broad beans ... 


Chestnut 

Carrot (yellow) - 

Cantu (btedc) 

CaoEfitwer , 

Cucumber (large) 

Cucumber (smafi) 

Eggplant (large) 

Eggplant (small) 

Garlic ... 

Grapefruit I 


250/200 
250/ 200 
250/200 
280/240 
240 / 210- 
300 / 260 
660 / 600- 
120/ 90 
640/ SBO 
120/ 90 
120/ 90 
140/100- 
200/160 
370/320 
110/ 80 
140/100 
150/120 
140/200 


Lemon • 

Lettuce (per one) 

Mallow ■ — ; 

Mandarin ~ 

Marrow (tege) ~ 

Marrow (small) .... 

Onion (tfiy) 

-OniOT{gr«ea)„_____ 
Oraqgcs (Abu Sum) _ 
Oran ges (Shammcmti) . 

Parsley - 

(American) 

Pepper (sweet) ^ 

Pepper (hot green) 

jjNatoea (local) 
Radishes .; ' 


Tomatoes 

Turnip- 


140/ 10Q 

- — 130/100: 

280/220 

200/170 

100/50 

-160/120 

150/ 120- 

140/120 

■—280/240 

200/160 

80/ 80 
-.,.•540/480 

350/ 300 

. — 320/280 
—,..250/200 
— ~ '90/ GO 
™._100/ 80 
180 /TOO 
—L 130/ 10tr 
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First snow expected in 
the coming few days 


% Sand G. Halter 
Spedallo the Jordan Tinea • 

AMMAN — The first snow of the. 
season is expected within the next 
72 hours after a gradual drop in 
temperature, Meteorology Dep- 
artment Director Aii Abanda said 
Friday. In an interview with the 
Jordah Times, Dr. Abanda exp- 
lained that a deep depression is 
currently centred over Southern 
Greece, gradually moving towards 
the east, and it is expected to affect 
the East Mediterranean -region by 
Saturday morning. 

Meanwhile, he added, a wid- 
espread dust storm is affecting the 
region causing. bad visibility in 
several pans of the Kingdom. The 
storm originated from North Afr- 
ica, especially Egypt’s desert reg- 
ions, according to Dr. Abanda, 
and the weather wiD remain dusty 
during the night leading to poor 
visibility on the roads. 

The weather will become clo- 


udy on Saturday morning with sca- 
ttered rain over the northern part 
of Jordan which will eventually 
spread southwards during the day. 
The wind will be south westerly 
fresh with strong dust and it is rare 
to have such weather at this time 
of year. Dr. Abanda' added. 

Agriculture in Jordah is mostly 
rain-dependant, especially wheat 
cultivating and the success of the 
agricultural seasons depends on 
early winter rainfall. The current 
agricultural season already looks 
better than last year and farmers 
are looking forward to an imp- 
roved harvest. 

1983's wheat planting season 
was adversely affected-due to late 
rainfall which did not arrive until 
late February. When it finally 
came, the rains caused floods 
which swept the Kingdom dev- 
astating crops and blocking roads 
which lead to severe accidents on 
the Kingdom’s roads. 


Arab firm to conduct studies on 
Amman development plans 


AMMAN (Petra) — Amman 
Municipality and an Arab con- 
sultancy firm Thursday signed an 
agreement to carry out pre- 
parations for the. implementation 
of a comprehensive development 
scheme in Greater Amm an which 
will serve from 1986 until 2006. 

The agreement provides for 
demographic and labour force 
studies and an assessment of land ' 
needed by the municipality io 
order to carry out projects such as 
roads .and public buildings. The 
agreement also provides for con- 
ducting feasibility studies on the 
municipality’s projects to develop 
cultural and tourist sites. 

The agreement was signed by 
Amman Mayor Abdul Ra'ouf AJ 
Rawabdeh and a representative of 
the Arab consultancy firm in 
Amman. 

It was also agreed that a higher 


guidance committee will be set up 
under the chairmanship of Prime 
Minister Ahmad Obeidat to fol- 
low up on the implementation of 
the projects and to review reports 
on the plans and the progress of 
work. Also, a technical sub- 
committee will be set up under the 
chairmanship of Mr. Rawabdeh to 
help the higher committee. 

Following the signing ceremony 
it was announced that the con- 
sultancy firm and the municipality 
will embark on drawing up the 
comprehensive plan for Amm an 
early next moqth. 

In an interview with Jordan 
Television, Mr. Rawabdeh said 
the plan includes five elements; 
urban planning, transportation 
planning, infrastructure, adra-. 
inistrative planning and special 
planning studies for the centre of 
Amman. 


First aid training course opens 

AMMAN (Petra) — A training course on first aid started Friday 
at the Jordan National Red Crescent Society (JNRCS) hea- 
dquarters. During the five-week course, participants will receive 
training in the treatment of work injuries, home injuries and 
injuries resulting from road accidents. 



Prime Minister Ahmad Obeidat (centre), flanked by 
Minister of Interior Suleiman Arar (second left) and 
Irbid Governor Mohammad Ali AJ Amin (second 


Soviet Red Cross president condemns 
‘brutal’ Israeli measures in W.Bank 


AMMAN (Petra) — President of 
the Federation of Soviet Red Cre- 
scent and Red Cross societies. Dr. 
Valiry Baltisky, has condemned 
the Israeli arbitrary and brutal 
measures directed against Arab 
citizens in the occupied Arab ter- 
ritories. 

In a statement to the Jordanian 
News Agency, Petra, Dr. Baltisky 
said that the Soviet federation is 
fully aware of the Israeli arbitrary 
measures against Arab prisoners 
and detainees in Israeli prisons 
and against Arab students. He 
pointed out that accounts of such 
violations, which contravene 
Geneva accordis and international 
laws, have been published in Sov- 
iet newspapers to inform the pub- 
lic about these measures. He also 
said that in 1982 the federation, in 
cooperation with the Hungarian 
Red Cross Society, called for an 
extraordinary session of the Int- 
ernational Committee of the Red 
Cross (1CRC) Standing Com- 
mission during which the Israeli 
brutal measures against Arab civ- 


ilians in the occupied Arab ter- 
ritories were condemned. 

Dr. Baltisky also expressed his 
personal strong condemnation of 
Israel's use of chemicals against 
Arab sLudents. He also requested 
that Israel release all Arab pri- 
soners and detainees since 1967 
and added that Israel's policy of 
evicting Arab citizens from their 
lands is a means of confiscating 
these lands for building set- 
tlements. 

Speaking about the Soviet 
Union's stand vis-a-vis the killing 
of Iraqi prisoners of war. Dr. Bal- 
tisky pointed out that his country 
does not have confirmed inf- 
ormation about this “crime" exc- 
ept that announced by the ICRC 
bur that he will discuss this issue 
with the ICRC president during 
their forthcoming meeting in 
April. He added that his country 
will define its stand towards this 
issue depending on the final res- 
ults of a United Nations fact- 
finding committee on the issue. 


Regarding the stand of the fed- 
eration of Soviet Red Crescent 
and Red Cross societies towards a 
proposal by an Arab group to dec- 
lare a day for peace, Dr. Baltisky 
stressed the necessity for declaring 
this day saying that this proposal 
comes in due time. He also hailed 
the existing relations of coo- 
peration between the federation 
and its Arab counterpans des- 
cribing these relations as based on 
“distinguished grounds." 

He also pointed out that his cur- 
rent working visit to Jordan comes 
in the framework of consultation 
and coordination to strengthen 
relations between the Soviet fed- 
eration and the Jordanian Nat- 
ional Red Crescent Society. He 
also said that the federation str- 
ongly supports the ICRC Standing 
Commission's stand vis-a-vis the 
production and storage of nuclear 
and chemical weapons. Dr. Bal- 
tisky left for the Syrian capital. 
Damascus, Friday ending his 
four-day visit to Jordan. 


Moving towards fewer accidents through safer working conditions 


% Shnonetta Carr . 

to tfejartm Times 

AMMAN — During the late 
1970's, the Ministry of Labour ini- 
tiated a determined effort to imp- 
rove the standards of occupational 
.health and safety, after a rec- 
ognition that the current levels of 
industrial growth in Jordan were 
inevitably associated with an inc- 
reased incidence of industrial acc- 
idents. Although steps were taken 
to compensate for the con- 
sequences of these accidents, it 
was dear that prevention rep- 
resented the essential element of 
any safety policy. 

Initially, plans were formulated 
on the. basis of a specialised dep- 
artment within -the ministry of 
labour, while alternative org- 
anisational systems and app- 
roaches were evaluated. Exc- 
hanges, of information with other 
parts of the world took place, inc- 
luding a visit to Iraq by Abdul 
Rahim - Abdel-Jaber, who was 
later appointed director of the 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Institute (OSHI). 

The OSHI was established in 
September I9SI when, in res- 
ponse to a request from Jordan, a 
mission from the international 
Labour Organisation (ILO) vis- 
ited the country. Their suggestion 
was the opening of a considerably 
large institute comprising eight 
departments and with an initial 
staff complement in excess of 76. 
Although a project on such a large 
seale was not considered nec- 
essary or appropriate by the Jor- 
danian authorities, permission to 
establish an institute was obtained 
from (he cabinet in March 1982. 

The OSHI officially came into 
being in March 1983 as a pan of 
the Vocational Training Cor* 
pwation (VTC) and started active 
work only at the beginning of 
1984, under the direction of Dr. 
Abdel-Jaber. 


Reducing accidents 

The general purpose of the ins- 
titute is to develop the skills nec- 
essary and to take appropriate 
practical steps to arrest the inc- 
reasing incidence of occupational 
accidents in Jordanian industry, it 
is supported by the Ministry of 
Labour and by a number of Jor- 
danian organisations whose work 
in some degree overlaps into the 
field of occupational safety, such 
as tbe Ministry of Health, the Soc- 
ial Security Corporation, the 
Royal Scientific Society and the 
University of Jordan. Since the 
field of occupational safety and 
health frequently overlaps with 
the field of environmental care, 
the insutute has opened com- 
munications with the appropriate 
division of the Ministry of the Env- 
ironment in order to ensure that 
solutions to occupational pro- 
blems do not lead to env- 
ironmental damage. 

Financially, OSHI recceives 
some help from the ministry of 
Labour. There are. however, two 
agencies in Jordan which are par- 
ticularly interested in the ins- 
titute's work, the Social Security 
Corporation, which has to pay for 
every accident that occurs on the 
job. and the Industrial Dev- 
elopment Bank, which gives loans 
to industry .and is therefore int- 
erested in a high level of industrial 
work. They both usually give 
grams to the institute which ena- 
ble it to expand its activities. 

Recently, the Industrial Dev- 
elopment Bank provided a grant 
which will be used for buying occ- 
upational safety films and for sen- 
ding the institute's specialised 
staff on training courses next year. 
The Social Security Corporation 
also gave grant which is being used 
in the buQding of new offices in 
another floor of the building 
where OSHI is presently located. 
Other government institutions, 
the Arab Labour Organisation 


(ALO). and the Overseas Dev- 
elopment Agency (ODA) from 
the United Kingdom also help the' 
institute on regular basis. Some 
help has also come from the ILO' 
in the USA. 

While OSHJ has, presently, 
only- a staff of six (due mainly to 
the limited space), all highly qua- 
lified in various engineering fields, 
considerable expertise in the saf- 
ety field is existing in Jordan and 
the institute warns to act as a focal 
point for safety work, ensuring 
that the best advantage is gained 
from the knowledge available 
wherever it may be located. 

OS Hi’s objectives may be red- 
uced to four principal categories 
of activity, namely; teaching, edu- 
cation and training, and advice- 
giving capability, a consultancy 
capability and work study, which 
embraces al} aspects of the ins- 
titute's research work, col- 
laboration and coordination. 

Teaching, education and tra- 
ining were OSHTs earliest fun- 
ctions to be clearly defined. Dur- 
ing 1984, five short safety pro- 
grammes have been conducted, 
one for safety officers, one for ins- 
pectors. one for training officers 
and two for training trainers. 
More programmes are planned for 
1985. While OSHJ is presently 
concentrating its training efforts 
on inspectors, industrial safety off- 
icers, teachers, industrial man- 
agement and specialists, it is also 
concerned with developing safety 
programmes for workers, as “uns- 
killed labourers usually obey ord- 
ers but are not very concerned 
about safety". Dr. Abdel-Jaber 
said. 

•Although the majority of the 
courses are conducted centrally at 
OSHTs own building, it is nec- 
essary that some travelling cap- 
ability is available. For this reason, 
..the institute proposes a limited 
facility for the production of video 
tapes, and a mobile laboratory. 



I workers, (Jbewtor which fa most pnra to 

nal accident s, fa a target tor the Oco- 


npatioBAl Safety and Health Institute {J-T. file 
pinto) 


This will pehnit lectures, seminars 
and demonstrations to be rec- 
orded at the institute but delivered 
by means of a tutoring system els- 
ewhere. 

Dr. Abdel Jaber emphasises 
educational and training activities 
as OSHTs main objective, since 
trained officers and workers will 
then be able to transfer to others 
their knowledge on occupational 
safety and health and thus inc- 
rease the awareness of the overall 
population. He said that OSHI is 
also planning in the future to teach 
courses conferring students with a 
diploma degree in this field. 

Another category of OSHTs 
activities is the provision of adv- 
ice, both to government and ind- 
ustries. In the case of the gov- 
ernment. this advice mainly con- 
cerns legislation, in particular the 
establishment of regulations and 
the setting of standards, the ins- 
pectorate, suitable size, job des- 
cription and training req- 
uirements. and general advice on 
safety matters for internal or ext- 
ernal purposes. 

The problems faced by the gov- 
ernment in identifying and con- 
trolling industrial hazards may 
prove to be considerable. Dr. 
Abdel Jaber says Lhat in Jordan 
there are no standards or spe- 
cifications regarding materials and 
equipment, so activities in this 
field represent one of OSHTs pro- 
jects for 1985. Advice to industry 
encompasses categories such as 
training requirements for safety 
personnel, the development of 
safety systems, information sou- 
rces and so on. 

The institute also hopes to be 
able to offer consultancy work in 
response to demand. .Industrial 
consultancies also provide an 
important information resource 
for other facets of the institute’s 
work. The objectives of such con- 
sultancy work are to offer sol- 
utions to industrial safety pro- 
blems which cannot be resolved by 
internal company systems, to pro- 
vide consultancy support to the 
government’s inspectorate, and to 
improve and up-date the kno- 
wledge and understanding on the 
past of the institute and of the sit- 
uation in Jordanian industry. 

Strategies 

OSHTs strategies for the con- 
trol of industrial aocidents is usu- 
ally evolved on a basis acceptable 
to industry in terms of cost future 
development, productivity and so 
forth. In a similar way, the insftute 
recognises the importance of fac- 
ilitating interaction and und- 
erstanding between industry and 
government over safety matters 
such as standards and regulations. 

The institute has not been asked 
to undertake an enforcement or 
inspecting role which is still sole 
responsibility of the Ministry of 

i tl . : i * , 


this provides is greatly Valued, 
especially in the light of the rel- 
ationship with industry. Dr. Mun- 
ther AJ Masri. director of the 
VTC. says that most of the ind- 
ustries welcome OSHTs advice in 
principle but that they are less 
enthusiastic if it requires exp- 
enditures. 

A last, but equally important 
function of OSHI is work study. 
The objectives of this category of 
activity are to develop within the 
institute a data base of knowledge 
of work processes and conditions 
of work, enabling assessment of 
their effects on the health or safety 
of workers; to facilitate decision 
making on resource allocation by 
establishing priorities; to marshal 
resources (skills, facilities and 
equipment) available in Jordan 
for the purposes of research or 
problem solving in occupational 
safety; to demonstrate sta- 
tistically. or by showing valid 
cause-effect relationships, these 
safety provisions which should be 
introduced, or strengthened either 
at the national or company level. 

Field studies are carried on in 
response to a need. Presently, the 
institute is studying occupational 
hazards in the construction field 
where, according to Dr. Abdel 
Jaber, 20% of accidents can be 
found. In 1984 alone, 11 deaths 
were reported in this fiejd. 

Unskilled labourers 

Dr. Abdel Jaber says that most 
difficulties in Jordan come from 
the turnover of labour and the 
need for unskilled labourers which 
are recruited from other cou- 
ntries. Also, the lack of spe- 
cifications on the use of or the side 
effects of many types of imported 
materials is causing problems with 
safety in Jordan. There is no local 
production of protective equ- 
ipment and. since agencies like to 
buy large quantities, it is often dif- 
ficult for labourers to obtain what 
they need. Other difficulties come 
from factories which were built in 
the 60's, with little safety mea- 
sures and often surrounded by 
houses. 

Dr. Abdel Jaber says that OSHI 
is playing a very important role in 
the country and that it is working 
hard to expand its activities. He 
will employ another ten people 
during 1985. The present building 
in Wadi Seer will also be expanded 
while a five-year plan is being car- 
ried out for tbe construction of a 
new permanent building in Marqa 
which will become the institute's 
new location. 

The many objectives of the ins- 
titute represent a considerable 
commitment and must dearly be 
approached by a system of phased ' 
development. Dr. Abdel Jaber 
says that he is satisfied with the 
efforts of the institute during its 
first year and that he maintains a 


Cabinet, Irbid citizens discuss services during open session 

Development projects require 
cooperation between public , 
government, Obeidat says 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minister Ahmad Obeidat 
has defined six points to serve as basic principles for 
his government’s policies. He said that these are; 
confidence in the public, their participation in dev- 
eloping Jordan, citizens’ responsibility, sound pla- 
nning, increasing public tolerance and an emphasis 
on the prevalence of law. 


right), Thursday attend a cabinet session in Irbid 
(Petra photo) 


The prime minister was add- 
ressing an open cabinet meeting 
held in Irbid Thursday along the 
* lines of similar meetings held ear- 
lier in Salt and Karak. These open 
meetings are held periodically to 
discuss the local people's pro- 
blems and needs and to keep the 
government in touch with national 
developments. 

In his speech the prime minister 
stressed the importance of con- 
sultations between government 
and citizens and close cooperation 
in the implementation of public 
services and development pro- 
jects. The prime minister ann- 
ounced the government's det- 
ermination to try and solve pro- 
blems and to expand services to 
the public. 

Mr. Obeidat said that he was 
proud of the public response to the 
government's policies on more 
careful spending of public funds 
and to the nationalisation cam- 
paign to avoid wasting energy and 
financial resources. “1 have stu- 
died a working paper presented by 
Jrbid Governorate on irap- 
rovemems for various public ser- 
vices and projects, and I have 
found that they contain rea- 
.sonable requests for services in the 
urban and rural regions of the 
governorate." the prime minister, 
said. He said that this jgarsffile 
approach reflects a gpatSral awa- 
reness of the government policies 


-and the reasons behind them. 

At the outset of the eight-hour 
session. Irbid Governor Moh- 
ammad AJi AJ Amin reaffirmed 
the local citizens' determination to 
fully cooperate with the gov- 
ernment to carry out development 
projects. 

Irbid Mayor Abdul Razzak 
Tubeishat outlined the city's req- 
uests including speeding up the 
implementation of a sewerage 
project, financial support and 
loans to carry out the mun- 
icipality's plans. He also requested 
assistance to enable Irbid to carry 
out the “Greater Irbid Project' 
which would include the city and 
adjoining towns and villages. 

Local participants 

Speakers at the session included 
mayors of towns and heads of vil- 
lage councils in Irbid Governorate 
as well as representatives from 
various public and private sectors 
and local associations. 

Parliament member Salman AI 
Qudah spoke at the meeting cal- 
ling on the government to build a 
hospital in Ajloun and to help the 
town's municipality to build roads 
and carry out a sewerage project. 
Jerash Mayor Ahmad Laban pre- 
sented similar requests for roads 
and improving health services. 
These were followed by speeches 
from the mayors of Mafraq, North 


Shuneh . Ramtha and Deir Abi 
Sa'id who spoke about the nceJ u. 
improve agricultural production 
in their regions. The speakers also 
called on the government to help 
implement projects such as bui- 
lding roads and hospitals, exp- 
anding telephone and power ser- 
vices and industrial projects. Sev- 
eral cabinet members spoke at the 
meeting in reply to requests and 
questions put forth by the spe- 
akers. 

Schools, tourism 

Education Minister Hikmat AJ 
Saket spoke about his ministry's 
plans for building schools and said 
that the ministry will try to help 
municipalities obtain loans for 
building schools. He said Lhe min- 
istry has allocated funds for bui- 
lding schools in a number of areas 
in Jerash. North Shuneh and Maf- 
raq districts. 

Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Env- 
ironment Hamduitah AJ Nabulsi 
spoke aboui plans for establishing 
an industrial zone in Irbid and 
loans offered to various mun- 
icipalities. Minister of Culture. 
Tourism and Antiquities Taher 
Hikmat outlined plans for enc- 
ouraging tourism in the nonhem 
regions of Jordan. He said that his 
ministry, in cooperation with the 
Social Security Corporation, is- 
now involved in developing tourist 
regions in Ajloun, Jerash and the 
nonhem Jordan Valley region. 

Minister of Agriculture Moh- 
ammad Al Bashir spoke about 
plans for developing range land, 
and forest areas and Public Works 
Minister Rayef Nijm said JD 4 
million has been allocated for bui- 
lding main and agricultural roads 
in Irbid Governorate. 


Pipeline project awaiting guarantees 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
Iraq are still awaiting guarantees 
from an American firm involved 
in implementing an oil pipeline 
project linking Iraq with Jordan 
before actual work on the project 
can begin, under secretary of the 
Iraqi Ministry of Oil, Mr. Abdul 
Mun’em Al Samarra'i, was quoted 
as saying in the local press. 

Mr. Samarra’i who is cur- 
rently on a visit to Jordan told the 
Arabic daily Sawt Al Shaab that 
the American firm Bechtel has 
presented a detailed study of the 
project's financial and technical 
aspects and the installations nee- 
ded for exporting Iraqi oil from 
Aqaba. However, he said, the pro- 
ject cannot be implemented bef- 
ore the necessary guarantees are 
obtained. 

“The projected pipeline is exp- 


ected to cost $800 million and will 
have a capacity of exporting 50 
million tonnes of oil annually," 
Mr. Samarra'i said. 

"A joint committee from the 
Iraqi Oil Ministry -and the Jor- 
danian Ministry of Industry and 
Trade has discussed the project in 
detail with the American com- 
pany. but these contacts have been 
suspended for over four months 
now and we are awaiting the com- 
pany’s reply regarding the gua- 
rantees and terms for financing 
the project, he said. 

Mr. Samarra'i, said that Jordan 
and Iraq have prepared a draft 
agreement defining the res- 
ponsibilities of each country in this 
vital project and this agreement 
ensures the interests of the two 
countries. He.said that his current 


visit to Jordan is in the framework 
of consultations between the two 
countries to exchange views on 
cooperation in oil affairs and the 
use of oil installations in Jordan 
and Iraq by either country. 

According to Mr. Samarra’i, he 
will have talks with Minister of 
Energy and Mineral Resources 
Hishara Al Khatib and officials 
from the Natural Resources Aut- 
hority ro review bilateral agr- 
eements on oil. 

In the interview, Mr. Samarra'i 
said that Iraq has not yet made a 
request to take part in a joint pip- 
eline to link Oman. Qatar and 
Saudi Arabia but added that Iraq 
might join in if its interests so reqT 
uire. He also spoke about the Iraqi 
government's efforts to develop 
oil fields in Iraq despite the war 
with Lrau. 


Jordan seeks 
export outlets 
in Europe 

AMMAN (J.T.l — Minister of 
Industry and Trade Jawad Al 
Anani has said that Jordan has 
recently embarked on a campaign 
to increase its exports to the Eur- 
opean Common Market (EEC) 
countries. He told the Arabic daily 
Sawt Al Shaab that European 
countries could buy Jordanian 
potash, phosphates and agr- 
icultural products adding that Jor- 
dan has conducted a limited exp- 
eriment by shipping phosphates 
and potash to the EEC and it is 
hoped that these exports will inc- 
rease over the coming years. 

The minister said that Jordan 
has concluded two agreements 
with the EEC and plans to sign a 
third one soon. Because Jordan 
has a good record with the EEC 
and. due to the Kingdom's central 
position in the Arab World and its 
ability to absorb modern tec- 
hnology, Jordan can offer a sui- 
table area for joint cooperation 
with EEC countries, the minister 
added. 


Joint committee 
prepares for 
Baghdad talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — The joint 
Jordanian-Iraqi committee Sat- 
urday will open a three-day mee- 
ting in Baghdad. The meeting will 
assess last year’s cooperation bet- 
ween the two countries in various 
fields and will set plans for coo- 
peration this year. 

The Jordanian delegation, hea- 
ded by Minister of Trade and Ind- 
ustry Jawad Al Anani, held a pre- 
paratory meeting in Amman 
which was attended by private and . 
public sector representatives. 

In Baghdad, a delegation from 
the Ministry of Trade and Indusuy 
is currently holding talks with 
their Iraqi counterparts on pro-- 
jects to be executed by the joint 
Jordanian- Iraqi industrial com-. 



Household fires injure ten people 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A total of 80 fires have been reported to civil 
defence authorities since the start of this winter, according to Maj. 

■ Abdul Rahman Al Naser from the Civil Defence Department. He 
was quoted in the local press as saying that 10 persons have 
sustained burns as a result. He said Lhat 35 per cent of the fires 
were caused by the misuse of gas cylinders and the rest were 
caused as a result of mishandling heaters, through short circuits or 
children tampering with electricity. The fires caused extensive 
damage to property, he said. 

Authorities seize smuggled gold 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Nearly 50 kilogrammes of gold smuggled into 
the country has been seized by customs authorities in the southern 
region of the country. A spokesman for the Customs Department 

■ said that the smuggled gold was hidden in a taxi travelling to 
Jordan from a neighbouring Arab country. Tbe gold will be kept 
with the customs authorities until the customs duty and the fines 
have been paid by the owners, the spokesman said. 

Prayers for rain to be held Monday 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prayers for rain will be held on Monday 
afternoon according to circular distributed Thursday by the Min- 

■ istry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs to all preachers! The circular 
. urges Muslims to fast on Saturday, Sunday and Monday and to 

pray for rain. 

Aqaba requests funds for centre 

AQABA (Petra) — Aqaba Municipality is building a commercial 
centre at the cost of JD 740,000 and financed by loans from the 
Cities and Villages Development Bank and the Arab Cities Org- 
anisation. A banking delegation Thursday inspected the project 
to assess the municipality's request for a further JD 200,000 
which is needed to complete the centre. 

Belgian delegation tours port 

AQABA (Petra) — A delegation from the Belgian port of Zee- 
bruge Thursday visited Aqaba port and met with Pons Cor- 
poration Director General Mardi Qatameen. The delegation held 
talks with Jordanian officials on bilateral relations in the field of 
marine transport. The visiting team Jater toured the port and 
inspected its facilities. 
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ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Friday’s 

Al Ra’i: Boosting mutual confidence 

IN AN open cabinet meeting held in Irbid Thursday. Prime Minister 
Ahmad Obeidai stressed the need for establishing mutual confidence 
between the government and citizens because he said it is essential if 
development plans are to succeed in Jordan and if services are to be 
improved. He also stressed the need for all citizens to abide by the 
law and the need for tolerance and brotherly dealings and coo- 
peration among citizens. 

The prime minister said that rationalisation of consumption is 
required to save public property and funds, and he urged all to avoid 
excessive spending and wasting of public funds. In reply to requests 
put forth by the audience the prime minister expressed satisfaction 
that these requests were within reasonable limits and reflect people' s 
understanding of the government's financial position, and so accept 
its achievements in their govemorate. 

The open meeting was an embodiment of the government’s policy 
of having a close hand study of the real problems of the citizens in 
Jordan, and its keenness on implementing projects that can best 
serve their aspirations. 

Al Dustour: Popular-official cooperation 

THE OPEN cabinet meeting in Irbid Thursday reflected the bro- 
therly cooperation between members of the cabinet and the public 
and was characterised with frankness and sincerity. The discussions 
dealt with development projects that are to be implemented in Irbid 
govemorate and the citizens' speeches reflected the public und- 
erstanding and awareness of the financial situation and the gov- 
ernment's ability to carry out projects. 

No doubt, the dialogue which followed similar ones held by the 
cabinet in Karak and Salt helps to give more momentum to the 
development programmes and the progress being achieved in Jor- 
dan. This dialogue is an emphasis on the cohesion among the mem- 
bers of the Jordanian family and reflects the keenness of the gov- 
ernment to have a closer look at the problems and the needs of.the - 
citizens in various regions. ' 

The principles which the prime minister. outlined in his speech, 
serve as a guideline for further cooperation. He stressed, in par- 
ticular. the need for every citizen to respect the law and to defend it 
and in so doing he said we will be taking guarantees of safeguarding 
the rights of all people. 

Sawt Al Shaab : Bridging gaps realistically 

PERHAPS THE most important aspect of the open cabinet meeting 
held in Irbid Thursday was the revealing of gaps and loopholes in the 
processor achieving a comprehensive development of various sectors 
m Irbid govemorate. The meeting showed that it is not due to failure 
by the government to carry out all projects required by the public but 
rather due to the lack of necessary funds for these projects that 
prevented their implementation so far. 

No doubt the open meeting was a constructive move which aims at 
defining the needs of the citizens and their problems. Such dialogues 
cannot be successful unless they are based on firm ground of par- 
ticipation by citizens and close cooperation and mutual confidence 
between the citizens and the government. 

The prime minister said that expanding public services without 
planning will not help to achieve a real improvement but would sap 
more resources and place a heavier burden on both the government 
and citizen. What is required, he said, is a constructive role by the 
citizens and a sharing of responsibility. The government, for its part, 
should in our view pursue the work of overall planning so that 
development can include rural as well as the urban regions. 

Sincere efforts on the part of both sides is indeed a guarantee for 
further progress. 

Thursday’s 

Al Ra’i: A victory for Lebanese resistance 

WE DIFFER in views with those who believe that the Israeli decision 
to carry out a partial withdrawal of forces from South Lebanon 
entails dangers for the Lebanese government. We believe that this is 
the first victory by the Lebanese people over the Israelis because the 
decision to partially withdraw resulted from the heavy losses in men 
and material which the Israelis had to sustain as a result of their 
occupation of South Lebanon. The withdrawal regardless of its size 
and dimension, represents a defeat for the Israeli military, which had 
.hoped lo seize Ihe territory and to continue to rule with an iron fist. 

The withdrawal of Israeli forces from Lebanon was not a result of 
talks at Naqoura or world pressure on the Israeli government, but 
rather a direct consequence of the Israeli casualties and should be 
regarded as a victory for the Lebanese resistance. 

Now it becomes necessary for all the factions and warring militias 
of Lebanon to pool their resources and efforts for a final drive to kick 
the Israelis out of Lebanon for good. The task of liberating Lebanon 
lies with all the Lebanese people not only the government or the 
Lebanese Army. 

Al Dustour: Israel seeks better position 

IT IS rather interesting to make an appraisal of the positions of Israel 
and Lebanon at the Naqoura talks which are due to be resumed next 
week. For its part, Israel will go to Naqoura after it has made known 
its decision to carry out a partial withdrawal of its forces from South 
Lebanon. The Israeli negotiators are probably preparing a statement 
explaining the reason for taking such a step and more details of a plan 
on the situation as presented by Defence Minister Yitzhak Rabin and 
endorsed by the Israeli cabinet. No doubt. Israel hopes that with a 
partial withdrawal, it will secure a better position for its soldiers, 
away from the densely populated areas in South Lebanon and the 
Lebanese resistance, and also will leave the territory for further 
factional wars among the different militias there. ■* 

For its part. Lebanon will be in a better position at Naqoura than 
.before, (specially as the Lebanese Army has succeeded in deploying 
south of Beirut and along the coastal road leading south. This.provcs 
to the Israelis the ability of the Beirut government to have control 
over the militias and maintaining peace and security in the country. 

No doubt, the Israelis will be facing a more complicated and 
difficult position because their withdrawal came as a result of attacks 
by the Lebanese resistance and a proof that St cannot hold on to the 
Lebanese territory. 


A Lebanese rose Is often smelt in Amman 


By Musa Keilani 


When a flower is planted in 
Beirut, its fragrance will be 
smelt in Amman in due time. 
This reflects the ultra special 
relationship between Jordan 
and Lebanon which existed for 
years. Jordanians always suffer 
the fall-out of what happens in 
Beirut, they share the rep- 
ercussions of any political imp- 
act there as well as enjoying the 
outcome of any prosperity. 

Geopolitical considerations 
created some sort of similarity 
between Jordanians and Leb- 
anese. notwithstanding the 
French cultural identity there. 
In the early sixties, a graduate 
of the American University of 
Beirut JAUB) started, in his 
hometown of Karak. the first 
cells for a Falange movement, 
with only Christian Jordanians 
accepted as members. His early 
death vitiated the movement of 
any potential vital existence. 
The AUB. induced many Jor- 
danians there to emulate the 
Lebanese political theorising, 
bringing into Jordanian and 
Palestinian intellectual soc- 
ieties the nucleus of a “cloned” 
Costantine Zureiq. Charles 
Malik and others. 

In Jordan, one feels Leb- 
anese daily bombings and mil- 
itia fightings are followed and 
scrutinised intensely by the 
Druze at Al Azraq; by Chr- 
istians at Karak, Madaba and 
Al-Husn; by Muslim fun- 
damentalists in many refugee 
camps, as well as by other Jor- 


danians of different shades and 
political colours. Many Jor- 
danian communities are sha- 
ring the vicarious fighting and 
resistance with daily joys or 
sorrows, elation or depression. 

It is no surprise that Jor- 
danians who feel the ripples of 
Lebanese events daily try to 
forecast what will happen next. 

This week the Israeli forces 
started their unilateral pull-out 
of South Lebanon. Many peo- 
ple are worried that that move 
will not bring back total peace 
to troubled Lebanon. Many 
people feel that factional fig- 
' hting will reerupt again leading 

■ to different possibilities. 

The present de facto par- 
tition would be solidified into a 
permanent one creating three 
mini-states: the first for Chr- 
istians, the second for Sunni 
Musljms and the third for both 
Shi’ite and Druze. The 1984 
demographic estimates ind- 
icate that Maronite Christians 
are arounc( one million. Other 
Christian communities are the 

250,000 Greek Orthodox in 
Kura and Tripoli in the north, 

■ and the Greek Catholics and 
Protestants who are about 

200.000. Armenians are nearly 

170.000. So. Lebanese Chr- 
istians are approximately 1.4 
million. 

The Shfite M uslim s are l.l 
million, while the Sunni Leb- 
anese Muslims are nearly 

700.000. Each mini-state 
would have a population of 


roughly one million. Those 
three mini -states could be lin- 
ked in a contonal federation in . 
a way similar to Switzerland. 
The extreme Maronites sup- 
poit this formula, especially 
Mrs. Solanje Bashir Gemayel. 
who still commands her Fal- 
ange troqps with some Israeli 
bodyguards to protect her. But 
the Druzes reject this scheme 
since the problem of Beirut can 
not be resolved and boundaries 
can not be demarcated. But 
those three states would bec- 
ome surrogates of external reg- 
ional power, either Syrian or 
Israeli, and consequently the 
potential for violence will con- 
tinue. 

Some people hoped to solve 
the crisis by helping Lebanon 
to become a modern integral 
national state with a central 
authority to monopolise the 
access and use of force. A Leb- 
anese central government 
would govern nationals as ind- 
ividual citizens rather than 
members of religious com- 
munities. But that requires 
each sect to relinquish its aut- 
hority or that one sect impose 
its role by force on all the oth- 
ers and form a central gov- 
ernment. ■ Recent dev- 
elopments revealed the imp?* 
ossibility of this hypothesis. 
Even the attempt to build up a 
Lebanese state army has not 
encouragedd the militias to be 
Lebanon-oriented rather than 
faction-oriented. 


One last possibility is a ret- 
urn to the status quo before 
1975, when the civil war eru- 
pted. That signifies a return to 
the National Pact of 1943, 
which is the main reason for 
hnbalan^**- in 1985. The weak 
-Lebanese government cannot 
endorse - constitutional mod- 
ifications to the 1943 National 
Pact or incorporate the sec- 
tarian problem into the new 
political arrangement. The 
basic fact remains that the 
1 932 censusof 52 per cent Chr- 
istians and 48 percent Muslims 
cannot be the ruling criteria in 
1985. There should be a red- 
istribution of power to the sat- 
isfaction of the Muslims, who 
are now the majority. Would 
the Christians and Solange 
Falangists prefer an end to civil 
war for less power in Lebanon 
and in tbe army command? 

The nature of the state in 
Lebanon breeds civil strife and 
tension. Since 1736, when the 
Maronites entered an official 
union .with the Vatican and 
since the early seventeenth 
century when they defeated 
1 their Druze overlords mid cul- 
tivated close relations with 
France, the land of Lebanon 
was destined to be the hotbed 
of ethnic and religious strife. It 
is an inherently latent ing- 
redient in the nature of the 
state of Lebanon. Outside 
powers had always had to int- 
erfere . and withdraw, to int- 


erfere to impose a modicum of 
order, then to withdraw hop- 
eless or hopefuL In the nin- 
eteenth century, the European 
powers did intervene, in 1958 
the American Marines, in 1 969 
the Arab League and in 1982 
Israel- Every time the ext- 
raneous forces intervened, 
more complication ensued and 
the Lebanese faioric became 
more tenuous. 

Restructuring of the str- 
ategic power map by the two 
stronger neighbours, Syria and 
Israel led to the 10 -year-old 
civil war and to the Syrian 
peace-keeping force in 1976 
and to Israel's intermittent int- 
ervention in 1970 and massive 
occupation in 1982.' 

The Israeli withdrawal now 
is the fifth foreign troops wit- 
hdrawal from Lebanon. There 
was the European intervention 
and withdrawal in 1841-1845. 
the second in 1860-1861, the 
third in 1941-1943 and the 
fourth by the American Mar- 
ines in 1958. This time Leb- 
anon has to see whether the 
withdrawal of foreign troops 
can impose a de facto partition 
of the country allowing some 
regional powers to attain their 
irredentist objectives and str- 
ategic goals. When each of the 
regional powers is a client to 
one of the rival superpowers 
means that a global perspective 
is added to the sectarian local 
conflict. The Lebanese rel- 


igious and ethnic mosaic rej- 
ects the imposed boundaries 
and delineations. 

In an area Hke the Middle 
-East, where religion is a strong 
ideological force, the faith- 
system takes a paramount 
importance- In the case' of Leb- 
anon, there should be afairdu* 
rribution of power and Ml*; 
hority between the Muslim 
majority and the Christian, 
minority. A new national con- 
sensus has to be reached. In an 
area where the legithnisatkm 
of power is widely contested 
between a religious axiom and 
a nationalistic axiom, tbe Leb- 
anese tragedy wiB not come to 
a final end by the uniiaieraL 
withdrawal of Israeli forces. 
Nor will it come to a final end 
by a weak governemnt amidst a 
number of buffer statelets. 
With Beirut as the federation's 
capital to threee or four can- 
tons, that will never negate the 
potential of a future sectarian 
conflict. 

Only a strong Arab effort to 
support a Lebanese gov- 
ernment to impose its fair bal- 
anced resolutions on all sects 
and sides can save Lebanon. To 
mobilise such a collective Arab 
effort, an Arab summit is nee- 
ded. This could partially exp- 
lain Jordan's keen endeavour 
to reconvene an Arab summit 
in March 1985. Nevertheless, a 
Lebanese rose has always its 
fragrance smelt in Jordan. 


Major invasion to withdrawal-decision events 


Long costly trip before Israel decided on its withdrawal 


From Associated Press 

TEL AVIV — The Israeli cab- 
inet’s decision to withdraw troops 
from Lebanon . culminates a 
31-month occupation which 
began with a welcome of flowers 
and rice from local Lebanese and 
ended with grenades and roadside 
bombs. 

Following is a chronology of the 
major events which led to the wit- 
hdrawal plan: 

June 6. 1982. Israeli tanks crop 
the Lebanon border and head info 1 
the central Lebanese moontainS in- 
so-called “Operation Peace for. 
Galilee." 

The cabinet announces the Isr- 
aeli army will invade 40 kil- 
ometres north of IsraePs border 
allegedly to oust Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation guerrillas 
and end attacks on Israel. Defence 
Minister Ariel Sharon says the 
operation will take 1 2 to 24 hours. 

June 7. Israeli troops occupy 
South Lebanon as far as Sidoa. 


about 40 kilometres from the bor- 
der. Thousands of Palestinians are 
killed and captured. 

Gen. Sharon and Prime Min- 
ister Menachem Begin promise to 
avoid conflict with Syria, but Isr- 
ael clashes with Syrian troops in 
central Lebanon. Twenty-five Isr- 
aelis were said to.have been killed 
and 96 injured so far. 

June 8-10. The Israeli Air Force 
attacks in the Bekaa Valley, rep- 
ortedly destroying Syrian missile 
. batteries and more than 85 Syrian 
’ planes in' the biggest aerial dog 
' fight ever in the' Middle Eatt. " 

government defeats' a ' riS-’ 
confidence motion, the first of 
three in the next nine months. 

June 10. U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan demands a ceasefire. 

June 1 1 . Israeli troops reach the 
outskirts of Beirut, cutting off Syr- 
ian troops from the capital. Syria 
and Israel agree on a ceasefire. 
Israeli casualties: 91 dead, 554 
wounded. 

June 12. The Israelis take pos- 


itions on southern outskirts of 
Beirut and link up with Christian 
falangists who control east Beirut 
June 13. First of many cea- 
sefires collapses. Israel begins 
siege of west Beirut. U.S. envoy 
Philip Habib opens talks with Isr- 
aelis and Lebanese aimed at end- 
ing the invasion. 

July 5. Mr. Reagan says he will 
send in U.S. Marines to. oversee 
guerrilla evacuation.' 

July 25. Israeli planes attack 
Palestinian refugee camp of Sabra' : 
on; the semthern-^utskirtsof 


rut. 


.«*.•. n< /«•.•* 


Aygt '4. Israeli army captures!: 
the Ouzai suburb of Beirut and the 
Beirut Airport Refugees stream 
across "Green Line" to east Bei- 
rut %. 

Aug. 6. Israeli newspaper polls 
show support for war dropping. 

Aug. 9. Israeli troops circle Bei- 
rut and advance to Jouoib north of 
tbe capital. Mr. Reagan sendi 
angry message to Mr. Begin. Cab- 
inet votes to halt aerial bombings. 


Anti-war demonstrators, opp- 
osition politicians demand Gen. 
Sharon resign. 

Aug. 19. Israel and the PLO 
agree to Mr. Habib's pi an' for the 
evacuation of Palestinian gue- 
rrillas. 

Aug. 21 -Sept. 2. PLO guerrillas 
leave Beirut by ship for other 
Arab countries and northern Leb- 
anon. 

Aug. 23. Bashir Gemayel. Leb- 
anese Christian forces leader, : ele- . 
cted Lebanon’s_presideot.. * 

5ept .1 4 .tMe. Gejmayeh is- killed n - 
by.a bomb, i ./* » » -ji • 

Sept. 16-l"8. Hundreds of Pal- 
estinian men. women and children' 
arc massacred by Lebanese 
Right-wing militiamen in Sabra 
and ShatiUa refugee camps under 
Israeli forces cover. More than 
250.000 Israelis demonstrate in 
Tel Aviv demanding an ind- 
ependent inquiry into degree of 
Israel's responsibility. 

Sept. 28. Cabinet agrees to ind- 


ependent inquiry. 

OcL 1 1 Official Israeli casualty 
toll: 368 dead, 2383 wounded. 

Nove. 1 1 ■ Israeli command post 
•in Tyre collapses. 76 Israelis kil- 
led. • 

Dec. 30. Israelis and Lebanese 
begin talks on peace accord. 

Feb. 2. 1983. A U.S. Marine 
confronts Israeli troops with pistol 
outside Beirut as U.S.-Israeli rel- 
ations at low ebb. 

Feb. 7 . Kahan Commission rel- 
eases report on Sabra and Shatilla 
jCaJlson Sharpn^to res^. 

i. ... - •...-i- :• 

Feb. 10. A grenade kills anti- 
Sharon demonstrator outside Mr. 
Begin's office as cabinet votes to 
oust Sharon as defease minister. 

May 17. Israel and Lebanon 
sign de-facto peace treaty, con- 
demned by Syria. 

Sept. 4. Defence minister 
Mosbe Arens pulls Israeli troops 
batik from central Lebanese mou- 
ntains to the Awali River to cut 


down on Israeli casualties. 

Nov, 4. Suicide truck bomber 
irilk 28 Israelis in Tyre military 
compound. The attack follows 
similar ones on U.S. Marines and 
French troops in Beirut. 

Nov. 17. PLO leader Yasser 
Arafat is evacuated from Tripoli 
as PLO splits between Syrian- 
backed and independent factions. 

Feb. 16. 1984. Lebanese Pre- 
sident Amin Gemayel scraps May 
17 pact, seen as a victory for Syria. 
Shfites step up attacks on Israeli 
troops. , -i j- 

ftBv. 8 U&tecf j^Vitias-' 
sponsored israeli-Lebanese 
on Israeli withdrawal begin in 
Naqoura, South Lebanon. 

Jan. 7. Israelis boycott talks, 
which are deadlocked over dep- 
loyment of U.N. peacekeeping 
troops. 

Jan. 14. j. leli cabinet ann- 
ounces a three -stage withdrawal 
to begin in five weeks and says it 
will resume Naqoura talks. 



Kanaks robbed of active leader 


From Reuter 
TH lO, New Caledonia — The pol- 
ice killing of Eloi Machoco in the 
heartland of the independence 
movement in New Caledonia has 
robbed the indigenous Kanaks of 
one of their most active leaders in 
a campaign to shake off French . 
rule. 

While most Kanak leaders have 
in the past month kept a low pro- 
file and negotiated with French 
special envoy Edgard Pisani about 
the Pacific territory’s future. Mr. 
Machoro, a 38-year-old former 
primary school teacher, has pur- 
sued a militant course. 

In the area between the east 
coast town of Thio and the inland 
town of La Foa, where he was kil- 
led in a gun battle with police Fri- 
day night, his followers have blo- 
cked roads, strangling the local 
economy, and told white settlers 
to get ouL 

Many followed their advice. 
Thio’s white population has dro- 
pped from 500 to fewer than 100' 
in the past few weeks and the Soc- 
iete le Nickel plant mining' a mou- 
ntain of nickel near Thio has been 
closed for long periods. 

Mr. Machoro. black, tall and 
bearded, has been the main org- 


aniser of the chaos in his role as 
“minister for internal security” ia 
the self-proclaimed independent 
state of Kanaky (land of the peo- 
ple). 

Roadblocks thrown up by his 
followers stopped Europeans 
from driving to work at the mine 
and barred the trucking of nickel 
ore to the coast for transhipment 
by barge to Noumea for smelting 
and export. 

As this is the main-school hol- 
iday time in New Caledonia, many 
Caldoches (French settlers) have 
left the Thio area with their fam- 
ilies for Noumea while Mr. Mac- 
horo’ s men continue their cam- 
paign of harassment. 

Mr. Machoro turned to violence 
last Nov. 18 after assembly ele- 
ctions when the anti- 
independence Republican Party 
was elected to run the territory, 
under greater autonomy from 
France. 

The Kanak leader told Reuters 
here last month that his actions 
against the settlers were as not- 
hing compared with the Ranalds 
"century as prisoners of col- 
onialism.” 

He was speaking while seated at 
a roadblock on the bonnet of a car 


"borrowed” from the local hos- 
pital and clutching a long-handled 
axe with winch he had led his men 
in chopping town trees to block 
roads. 

These are the key facts about 
New Caledonia: 

Population: 145, 0d0.. about 
■65,000 are indigenous Mel- 
anesians, known locally as- Kan - 
aks, 50,000 are European settlers. 

10.000 are immigrants from Wal- 
lis and Futuna Islands and the 
remainder are other immigrants 
(from Tahiti, Indonesia, Vietnam,, 
French Caribbean, Reunion). 

Aren: New Caledonia is com- 
posed of several islands which 
cover an area of 19,100 square 
kilometres. The biggest island 
covers 16,750 square kilometres, 
and is one of the largest in the 
Pacific. The Isle of Pines, the Loy- 
alty and Nucm groups form the 
rest of the French overseas ter- 
ritory. The group lies in the South 
Pacific between the Tropic of 
Capricorn and the Equator, 1,500 
kilometres east of Australia and 

20.000 kilometres front France. 

Capital: Noumea, on tbe south 

coast of the main island (pop- 
ulation about 55,000, 1982 est- 
imate, mostly Europeans). 


Defence (198Q estimate): 
Noumea was an important base 
for U.S. and allied forces in the 
Pacific war and France has str- 
essed its strategic need to keep 
troops in the territory. 

Economy (1980): Gross dom- 
estic product (GDP) 69.14 billion 
French Pacific francs ($500 mil- 
lion). Per capita Income: not ava- 
ilable. 

Main industries: The economy's 
mainstays are mining , tourism, 
fishing, forestry, agriculture, exp- 
orts valued at 33.4 billion cfp 
($230 million) in 1981. New Cal- 
edonia is tbe workf s third largest 
nickel producer after Canada and 
the Soviet Union. Nickel and 
other metal exports were worth 
30.9 billion cfp ($210 million) in 
1981, coffee and copra exports 
were worth 2.5 billion cfp ($17 
million) in 1981. France is the 
main trading partner. 

Modern history: A French col- 
ony since 1853, it became a 
French overseas territory in 1946. 

Inhabitants bold French cit- 
izenship. 

Demands for independence 
from the indigenous Melanesians 
led to growing unrest and sparked 
violent clashes. 


Saudi— Bahraini causeway 
highlights Gulf Arab ties 


By John Owen-Davies 

Reuter 

BAHRAIN — One of the world’s 
most expensive causeways , will 
open in December, linking the isl- 
and state of Bahrain with Saudi 
Arabia: a major example of clo- 
ser political, economic and def- 
ence ties being forged by Gulf 
Arab countries. 

Saudi Arabia is footing a bill 
[totalling about $1 billion for the 
2 5 -kilo metre causeway — inc- 
luding five box-girder road bri- 
dges and a man-made centra] isl- 
[and — constructed by Ballast 
Ned am of the Netherlands. 

Tbe four-lane causeway will 
provide immediate security and 
economic benefits for Bahrain, a 
regional trade and banking centre, 
and end its geographical isolation 
from its partners in the Gulf Coo- 
peration Council (GCC). 

Work oil the causeway began in 
1981, when Saudi Arabia, Bah- 
rain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar and 
the United Arab Emirates formed 
tbo GCC in the wake of Iran's Isl- 
amic Revolution. 

Diplomats say the causeway will 
help minimise tbe risk of any for- 
eign aggression against Bahrain 
and possible threats to Saudi Ara- 
j) bin's east coast oil fields as a result. 

“The causeway could quickly 
become a conduit for Saudi tanks 
and other weapons,” one dip- 
lomat said. The link can take some 
of the heaviest vehicles in use 
today. - 

Bahrain relies on Saudi Arabia 
for air cover as part of GCC def- 
ence cooperation. The causeway 
will be less than a minute in flying 
time from Saudi air bases, while 
the central island will have two 
harbours for coast guard vessels.' 

Construction of the causeway 
has fuelled speculation that Bah- 
rain's lifestyle wilt be made to con- 
form more closely with that of 
Saudi Arabia; where alcohol is 
banned and women are not all- 
owed to drive cars. 

But Bahrain's information min- 
ister, Tariq Almoayyed, told Reu- 


ters the island's policy would not 
change “ in any respect' ' as a direct 
consequence of the causeway. 

The causeway reflected “a pol- 
itical will" by the two gov- 
ernments to forge closer economic 
and social links, he said. 

Bahrain has a population of 

350,000, while close to 10 million 
people live in Saudi Arabia. 

Mr. Almoayyed said Bahrain’s 
industries, including tourism, 
would benefit from the causeway 
which is capable of taking up to 

30,000 vehicles daily. 

Bahrain's tourist industry is 
expected to benefit from an influx 
of Saudis and of people who now 
use regular air links. 

Estate agents say some Saudis 
• plan to build holiday homes near 
the Bahraini side of the causeway 
and that land prices is the area 
have risen by about 25 per cent in 
the past year. 

In theory, it should take about 
30 minutes to an hour to cross the 
causeway. This compares- with 
considerably more time to make 
the short plane hop, including 
checking in and customs for- 
malities, between Bahrain and the 
Saudi city of Dhahraa 

Ballast Nedam, which won tbe 
575-miIlion-doIIar contract to 
construct the causeway from 
Saudi Arabia's Finance and Nat- 
ional Economy Ministry, last year 
received a further.. 90- 
milhon-dollar order from the min- 
»stiy to build the customs facilities. 

The company is also bidding 
with about 14 other firms for a 
contract worth about $300 mfflinn 
to build a total of 50 kilometres of 
approach roads at either end of 
the causeway. - - 

During . building of the cau- 
seway, Ballast Nedam had a peak 
workforce of about 1,400, inc- 
luding Europeans, Filipinos, 
South Koreans and Thais. Nearly 

1 T-K U EP 0rt fiave used. 

■ *te “ vc bridges, covering about 
12.5 kilometres of the causeway, 

are simnnrti»rt Ww Jm««. .WilW 

concrete piles driven deep into the 
seabed. 
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Detribalisation: Towards the rule of one 



Talking 

straight 

Marwan 

Muasher 


THE ISSUE of tribalism and 
tribal practices in Jordan is cer- 
tainly (rider than the modern 
state itself. Ever since Jordan 
embarked on an ambitions soc- 
ial development programme 
however, die question of how 
great a role tribal practices play 
in Jordanian affairs has always 
been hotly debated. Recently, 
the subject was brought to the 
Kmelight again by the Upper 
House of Parliament, where 
many senators rejected these 
practices and accused the gov- 
ernment of protecting them 
despite the repealing of the tri- 
bal law in 1976/ 

. The government on its pan 
denied those charges. Anyone 
living in this country, knows 
that the government’s claim is 
*shaky at best. The government 
may not have broken any laws, 
but its implicit support of tribal 
practices are abundant in Jor- 
dan, and that they are followed 
not only by bedouins but also 
by many of urbanite, educated 
Jordanian families. It is also a 
fact that there are strong forces 
in our society opposing the 
abolition of these practices. 


undaunted by a decree ora law 
that lacks either the will or abfc 
lity of follow-up actions. 

Advantages, disadvantages, . 
origins of tribalism, and rea- 
sons of why it is so dominant in • 
Jordan are all subjects that, 

have also been beaten to death. 

It is not my intent to give, a 
tutorial on the subject; my con- 
cern is with a way of life that 
has survived the modern social 
transformation Jordan has 
gone through, when h has at 
least started to recede in other 
neighbouring countries, par- 
ticularly in such places as Saudi 
Arabia, where one would think 
tribal practices would be at 
their zenith. 

Several opinions have tried 
to cite the recent elections in 
Jordan as an indication that 
tribalism is finally on its way 
out. Any such evidence is ioc- 
. onelusrve at best. As a layman, 

I read all this analysis in the 
paper about the fell of tri-v. 
baiism. and then a few lines 
down I am confronted with 
three announcements on tribal 
“truces” to settle feuds. Then 


somone hurries to say that tri- 
balism is dying in Jordan? 

We are confronted with 
many arguments by those who 
do not wish to see an end to 
such practices, playing to the 
tune that Jordan cannot sur- 
vive without tribalism, that in 
fact it is a “positive” force in 
society. a . 

We are told that tribalism 
has many good merits, that 
should not be abolished by 
“modern” ideas which seek to 
destruct the family structure. 
We are told that generosity, 
coherence and care for the fam- 
ily are all by-products of the 
tribal structure. 

While the argument plays 
skilfully to people’s emotions, 
it fails to justify why the tribe 
should be the only source of 
“goodness” in society. The 
conviction that goodness can' 
only trickle down to the ind- 
ividual from his tribe is very 
dangerous, leaving people with 
feelmgs of deep guilt anytime 
they want to get rid of the rigid 
tribal structure and its set ways. 
In other words, one should not 
see the denial of tribal practices 


as a condemnation of the fam- 
ily or an attempt to destruct it. 
It is simply a rejection of a str- 
ucture that sets itself eqnal to, 
or even above, the law of the 
land. 

We are told that the country 
is' not ready to do away with 
tribal law, that it is one thing to 
decree a law but quite another 
to get it implemented. That 
argument bears many sim- 
ilarities to the argument we use 
with regard to democracy. Yes. 
the country is not ready to abo- 
lish tribal practices, and it 
never will be if people do not 
'do anything about it. What is 
important is to agree on the 
need to abolish these practices, 
and the rest can come through 
an evolutionary .process of 
education. It is important to 
realise that these are the eig- 
hties, not the twenties, not the 
fifties, not even the seventies. 
Great changes have occured 
since the -State of Jordan was 
■created. We have evolved from 
a desert confederacy of tribes 
to a modern country with a law 
and a constitution. If tribalism 
still has a place in the social 


context of affairs, it certainly 
should be denied any such 
place in our legal con- 
ceptualisation of the country. 
Jordanians cannot be governed 
by dual, often contradictory, 
taws. 

- We are told that belonging to 
the tribe is healthy because the 
tribe is part of the country. The 
problem is that to many, bel- 
onging to the tribe stops right 
there. I am not against bel- 
onging to the tribe as long as it 
is a part of a larger belonging to 
the country and the land. 

This, to me, is the major arg- 
ument against tribalism .J wish 
to see people proud because 
they are pan of a professional 
'organisation, not because they 
are members of a big tribe. 1 
wish to see people proud bee- 
* a use of their own personal ach- 
ievements. not those of their 
cousins. And above all. I wish 
to see people proud because 
they are Jordanians, not only 
because of their surnames. 

As one senator put h last 
week, tribalism is indeed an 
“obstacle in the path of our nat- 
ional security” . It is an obstacle 


in the way of a healthy feeling 
of belonging to the country, 
whh all the connotations this 
belonging has to offer. 

This is the major question 
Jordanians have to answer in 
their minds. Should we con- 
tinue to try to live with dual 
laws and dual allegiances, or 
should we reconcile the two in 
such a way that one is part of 
the other, but not equal to it? If 
we agree that allegiance to the 
land and the country is for- 
'emost. then we have to ree- 
valuate our social structure 
such that all other allegiances 
fall within the context of one 
•big allegiance. 

This cannot be done ove- 
rnight. One of the first things to 
reassess is our education sys- 
tem, where a tribal value sys- 
tem is constantly over- 
emphasised at the expense of a 
national sense of belonging. 
We learn more today in our 
schools about the great Arab 
poets Antara Bin Shaddad and 
Tmni* AJ-Qais. AJ-Dawla than 
we do about contemporary 
poets like Mustafa Wahbi 
Al-TaJ and Nazek Al-Malaika. 


law 

One should never lose track 
of one’s history, as long as one 
does not keep too embedded in 
it. We need not only learn 
about how our great-great gra- 
ndfathers lived, but also of the 
dreams our contemporary lea- 
ders had. and the visions we 
have of where our society sho- 
uld head. 

It remains to be said that in 
the absence of political org- 
anisations through which cit- 
izens can channeL their con- 
cerns. the tribe offers a secure 
haven to many who find in it a 
lobbying force to achieve cer- 
tain aims. It very well could be 
that the process of ‘"dem- 
ocrat isat ion” is rightly knitted 
to that of "detribalisation” in 
Jordan. Both should be evo- 
lutionary in nature, both sho- 
uld be started on a systematic 
basis, and both require hard 
work on the part of the citizens 
and government alike. Both 
have one goal in mind, that in 
the end. all men and women, 
even though not born equal, 
should be treated as though 
they were, under the law. the 
one law. 


Smart and sassy Casey bolsters staff morale at CIA 


By David Ignatius 

WASHINGTON — Some years 
ago, William Casey wanted to buy 
a fancy house here that already 
was promised to the Japanese 
embassy. The owner, a genteel 
society woman, worried about 
what she would say to the Jap- 
anese. 

“Tell them,” Mr. Casey, replied, 
^remember Pearl Harbour.” The 
brash Mr. Casey didn't get the 
house. 

That anecdote, told by one of 
Mr. Casey's close friends, ill- 
ustrates the volatile personality of 
the current director of the U.S. 
Central -Intelligence Agency 
(CIA). He is quickwitted and agg- 
ressive, but be is also impulsive, 
with an arrogant streak that often 
gits- him in trouble. 

As CIA director, Mr. Casey has 
demonstrated that same mix of 
good and bad traits, of smart dec- 
isions and dumb ones. He arrived 
four years ago hoping to restore ■ 
the agency’s morale., budget apd 
public image after, a damaging 
decade. He has done well on the 
first two goals, reviving eat-, 
husiasm at the CIA and giving it 
probably the largest pro- 
portionate budget growth of any 
agency. Bur he has failed to imp- 
rove the CIA’s image with Con- 
gress and with the public — and 
may even have made it worse — 
large because of his own mistakes. 

Mr. Casey slipped on the ban- 
ana peel of” coven action” — spe- 
cifically the CIA’s “covert” war 
against the government of Nic- 
aragua. He plunged ahead, des- 
pite warnings from his own aides 
that the programme couldn’t be 
kept secret and would blow up in 
the CIA’s face. When those pre- 
dictions came true, Mr. Casey 
made things worse by mishandling 


his already strained relationship 
with Congress. 

. “ What BST did wrong was to let 
the agency get back into large- 
scale covert action, which isn’t 
covert action at all, but an uno- 
fficial form of warfare,” argues 
Sen. Daniel P. Moynihan, a mem- 
ber of the Senate Intelligence 
Committee and one of Mr. 
Care/s harshest critics. 

A leading member of the House 
Intelligence Committee sums up: 
“Mr.- Casey deserves credit for 
improving morale at the agency. 
But he has focused the agency on 
the wrong thing — covert action. 
And J don’t have any doubt that 
the image of the CIA today is as 
bad as if s been in recent years in 
Congress, and probably the cou- 
ntry.” 

Irreverent New Yorker 

Mr. Casey, a New Yorker who is 
- irreverent towards official Was- 
hington,' isn't /Wild about ’Con-" 
gresS, either ' feasperatfcd by Wfial ' 
he viewed as unfair congressional - 
criticism, he joked to a friend rec- 
ently: “The best thing about Was- 
• hington is that it’s only an hour 
from New York." Although he 
remains wary of Congress, aides 
say he now is trying hard to imp- 
rove relations. 

For all his failings, the can- 
tankerous Mr. Casey is a colourful 
personality in a generally gray 
administration. He is acompulsive 
reader who races through several 
books .in an -evening.. He has an 
Irishman's temper, with strong 
loyalties to his friends and long 
grudges against his enemies. And 
he is a notorious mumbler who 
speaks in gruff sentence fragments 
that often are unintelligible. 

“Casey gives the impression, 
because he mumbles, that he has a 


messy mind,” says former CIA 
Director Richard Heims. “But he 
doesn’t have a messy mind at all. 
He hasatidy mind. And he has the 
street smarts of a lot of New Yor- 
kers.” 

OSS and SEC 

A CIA colleague once des- 
cribed Mr. Casey, only half in jest,' 
as “an American colossus.” He is 
certainly an American success 
story, a self-made millionaire who 
got where he is by hustling, pla- 
ying politics and taking risks. 

As a young lawyer, he joined 
the wartime Office of Strategic 
Services and ran spies into Eur- 
ope. Later, he made a fortune as a 
tax laywer by publishing books 
about tax laws. Still later, he was 
chairman of the Nixon-era Sec- 
urities and Exchange Com- 
mission. Finally, he managed Pre- 
sident Reagan’s 1980 presidential 
campaign. • - • - . ■ ■ ■ • 

Mr. Casey "bronght- -the same’ 
hard^hatging-.nrisk^tafefng style t6 
the CIA. and it caused him pro-*, 
blezns. The agency, still struggling 
to recover from the traumas of the 
1970s, was in many ways a fri- 
ghtened and self-protective ins- 
titution when he arrived. It wan- 
ted public and congressional sup- 
port, and that meant avoiding con 7 
troversy. Mr. Casey, in contrast, 
wanted to mobilise the agency and 
test the limits of its congressional 
mandate. 

The new director plunged into 
his job with boyish enthusiasm — 
zapping off daily suggestions to 
CIA analysts, touring CIA sta- 
tions overseas, and taking a per- 
sonal hand in planning covert- 
action programmes. . In his eag- 
erness to revive the agency, rem- 
arked one colleague. Mr. Casey 
sometimes acted “like a first-year 


case officer.” 

His greatest successes at the 
CIA probably have been in imp- 
roving the analytical ' side of the 
agency, known as the directorate 
of intelligence. He told a friend in 
1981 that be knew how to produce 
good intelligence estimates bec- 
ause he had earned a fortune 
doing the same thing in his tax 
guides — putting complex data 
into concise and readable form. 

Mr. Casey started by reo- 
rganising the intelligence dir- 
ectorate along mainly geo- 
graphical lines, so that analysts 
studying the Soviet economy and 
the Soviet leadership worked in 
the same section. He increased the 
quantity and, by most accounts, 
the quality of CIA reports. And lie 
installed Robert Gates, a widely, 
respected young CIA officer, as 
deputy director for intelligence. 

Some of the analytical changes 
were simple. The CIA never had 
bothered, for r example, to keep 
' files. af .each analyses. work, so . it: 
jwas impossible to assess whether' 
an- anafysf s'fpredfotioris tended, 
over time, to be accurate. Messrs. 
Casey and Gates started keeping 
files. 

The CIA still makes mistakes. It 
correctly forecast some major 
events in Lebanon, from the Isr- 
aeli invasion in 1982 to Syria’s 
later intransigence, but it failed to 
provide specific warnings about 
the bombs that destroyed the 
American embassy and Marine 
headquarters in Beirut in 1983. It 
correctly forecast that Yuri And- 
ropov would succeed Leonid Bre- . 
zhnev as Soviet leader, but it failed 
to predict the later succession of 
Konstantin Chernenko. 

Under Messrs. Casey and 
Gates, analysts are at least trying 
harder. The intelligence com- 


munity produced 75 inter-agency; 
estimates in 1983, compared with 
about 12 in 1980, and the agency 
embarked on about 800 long-term 
research projects, studying eve- 
rytying from likely Soviet wea- 
pons in the year 2000 to the his- 
tory of Shfite Islam in the 12th 
century. . 

Mr. Casey also has become a 
kind of editor-in-chief for his ana- 
lysts — sending back estimates 
with which he disagrees — a pra- 
ctice that has upset some of his 
staff. Last year, for example, Mr. 
Casey reportedly sent an estimate 
about political stability in Mexico 
back for revision nine times, pro- 
mpting the unhappy analyst to 
leave the CIA when his contract 
expired. 

What Mr. Casey didn’t like- 
about the Mexico estimate was 
that it discounted the likelihood of 
political upheaval there; the CIA 
director saw a greater risk of tur- 
moil spreading throughout .Cen- 
tral America if . the U.S? ^didn’t 
adopt tough policies. Mr. Casey's 
critics interpret the tncidejjj as an 
example of efforts to politicise the 
agency. His defenders argue he 
was trying to ensure the agency 
wasn’t caught flat-footed by cha- 
nge, as it was in 1978 by the Ira- 
nian revolution. 

A bad start 

Criticism of Mr. Casey goes 
back to the days when he first took 
over the agency. He quickly fot in 
trouble — with Congress and with 
the CIA old-boy network — by 
appointing Reagan campaign aide 
Max Hugel as head of the dir- 
ectorate of operations, the most 
sensitive part of the CIA. Mr. 
Casey wanted to shake up the cla- 
ndestine service by appointing an 
outsider. He also hoped Mr. 


'Huge!,' a successful businessman, 
Could work with American cor- 
porations and other private org- 
anisations to provide new forms of 
unofficial cover for CIA Officers 
overseas. 

But the appointment soon tur- 
ned sour. Mr. Hugel resigned 
amid charges that he had been 
involved in unethical stock deals, 
.and there soon was a con- 
gressional investigation of Mr. 
Casey’s own finances. The CIA 
director grumbled privately that 
the investigation of him was out- 
trageous. 

Unde: lying the congressional 
criticism of Mr. Casey was the fear 
of politicisation. Hie charge pro- 
bably was inevitable, given Mr. 
Casey's close relationship with 
President Reagan and the fact that 
he wore two hats — as the pre- 
sident’s- chief intelligence officer 
and as a senior policy adviser. Cri- 
tics worried that the director 
would manipulate CIA estimates 
and covert-action capabilities to 
support his own policy views. 

Pros and contras 

Mr.’ Case/s gung-ho phi- 
losophy led him into the. coven 
war against Nicaragua's Marxist 
Sandinista government, and a 
damaging confrontation with 
Congress. The Central American 
campaign was in many ways Mr. 
Casey’s private war — conceived 
and directed by him. He came 
back from one 1983 field trip to 
Honduras boasting that the age- 
ncy, with only 20 or so American 
intelligence officers in the field, 
was creating an aggressive gue- 
rrilla army. 

The Central America pro- » 
gramme was controversial within* 
the CIA. Some officials were ent- 
husiastic, developing elaborate 


battle plans for the “Contras” to 
mount a two-prong attack from 
north and south and split Nic- 
aragua in two. But Mr. Casey’s 
own deputies — first Adm. Bobby 
R. Inman and later John McM- 
ahon — were skeptical. 

In late 1982, Mr. McMahon 
warned Mr. Casey that the pro- 
gramme couldn’t be kept secret 
and should be transferred from 
the CIA to the Pentagon. Mr. 
Casey allowed the deputy director 
to make his case to Lhe National 
Security Council, but the move 
was rejected. So the programme 
stayed at the CIA. 

The covert-aid programme exp- 
loded last year following dis- 
closure that the CIA-backed reb- 
els had been mining the harbours 
of Nicaragua. In the enusing upr- 
oar. a skittish Congress cut off 
funds for the Contras. The con- 
gressional mood soured even 
more in October after the ClA 
admitted it had prepared a tra- 
ining manual for the Contras con- 
doning assassination and enc- 
ouraging them to overthrow' the 
Nicaraguan government. 

A loss of trust 

Mr. Casey lost congressional 
support partly because key mem- 
bers of Congress stopped trusting 
him. In their view, the CIA dir- 
ector failed to brief the con- 
gressional intelligence committees 
adequately about the Nicaraguan 
mining operation — thereby vio- 
lating the system of congressional 
oversight that was. established in 
the 1970s. 

For example: At a briefing in 
January 1984 about the CIA min- 
ing operation, a senior CIA off- 
icial told the House Intelligence 
Committee that the agency wasn't 


mining Nicaraguan harbours. It 
was. he admitted, mining Nic- 
araguan anchorages. This sorr of 
evasiveness lost Mr. Casey and the 
CIA many friends. 

Mr. Casey now concedes to fri- 
ends that he may have botched his 
relations with Congress, partly 
because he was peeved by the 
1981 congressional investigation 
of his finances. Aides say he is try- 
ing hard to mend fences. 

“ I would rate his relations with 
Congress as a disaster,” says a 
former top CIA official. He wor- 
ries that because of the coven war 
in Central America and his feud 
with Congress. Mr. Casey may 
have damaged irreparably his 
reputation as CIA director. 

The recent wave of bad pub- 
licity about coven action, rem- 
iniscent of the congressional exp- 
osure of the 1970s. upsets CIA 
officials because it undermines 
support for the agency’s other act- 
ivities. The modem CIA. they 
emphasise, is largely a collection 
of scientists, analysis' and- -tec- 
hnicians — with far more Ph.D.'s 
than dirty tricksters. Officials say 
coven-action programmes as a 
whole account for about 5 percent 
of the CIA budget' and only 1.5 
per cent of total U.S. intelligence 
spending. 

Mr. Casey has won a promise 
from President Reagan that he can 
keep his post during the second 
term, but some of his friends 
doubt he will stay four more years. 
And in thinking about his eventual 
.successor. Mr. Casey may.' have 
made an important judgment 
about the lessons of his own sto- 
rmy tenure as CIA director. 

He has decided, according to 
one friend, that the post probably 
should go to a professional int- 
elligence officer — The Wall Str- 
eet Journal. 


Perfume or food: Which smells better to the Comorians? 


The growing of a key perfume essence is hardfy.enrichmg the Comoros 
Islands of the Indian Ocean. In fact, it is causing deforestation and 
erosion. Farmers are beginning to opt for food. 


By Michael Griffin 

COMOROS ISLANDS — The 
perfume dabbed behind the ears 
of the fashionable in Paris and 
New York is eroding topsoil on 
far-away islands in the Indian 
Ocean. 

“Ylang- Ylang” (Cananga odo- 
ratum) is a high-grade, sweet- 
smelling essence vrtiich provides 
the topnotes in Revlon’s “Cha- 
rlie” and Charters classic “Num- 
ber 5” perfumes. Introduced to 
European perfumiers in 1864, 
ylang-ylang grows in the moist, 
volcanic soils of the Comoros Isl- 
ands. Reunion and Madagascar. 
Something like jasmine, it almost 
constitutes a perfume in itself — 
ethereal, flowery and fruity. 

Pruned trees yield 20-30 kil- 
ogrammes, of flowers throughout 
the year, but the main harvest 
lakes place between April and 
June. Women and children, slung 
with baskets, collect the limp, yel- 
low bbssoms before the son is 
hfch: - 

The oil is distilled by steam. The 
highest grade, known as “Extra”, 
is drawn oft after 90 minutes; it 
takes 350-400 kilogrammes of 
freshly picked Sowers to produce 
a full ktiogramme (2 -2 pounds) of 
oil The lowest grade, which b 
used in the manufacture of soap 
and cosmetics, takesover 1 3 hours 
to dbtilL - 

Hie huh of the ylang-ylang 
trade — valued at only $3 J mfl- 
Ikm per year worldwide — is the 
Comoros Islands, a tiny Islamic 
republic in the -Indian Ocean, off 
the coast of Mozambique. In 
19h3 r .tfce three islands exported 
74 tomes of oS to France, the 
majarbuyer; 60 per cent of that 


was produced by small-holder 
farmers with their own backyard 
distilleries. 

But with limited arable land and 
the highest population density in 
all Africa — more than 200 people 
per square kilometre — the isl- 
ands have a high food import bill. 
Cash crops, such as cloves and 
vanilla, cover nearly 35 per cent of 
the country’s good farmland, so 
more than 40 per cent of the cal- 
ories consumed on the islands 
must be shipped in, most of it in 
the - form of rice. 

In the Comoros, aselsewhere in 
the developing world, the rising 
price of food and essential com- 
modities is having a serious impact 
on living conditions. But unlike 
tea-pickers or coffee growers, 
those who supply the perfume 
industry are too few in number to 
affect the market price of their 
crops. 

Though food continues to grow 
dearer, the price of ylang-ylang ofl 
has remained almost unchanged 
for the last decade. Many sma- 
llholders have begun to uproot 
their trees to make way for manioc 
and bananas, which grow well in 
the volcanic soil. Even on the 
large. French-owned estates, as 
much as 60 per cent of the trees 
have been destroyed as landless 
Comorians move in and j build 
makeshift settlements. 

Low returns for the sm allhod er 
"have also led to a decline the 

quality of ylang-ylang. \ 

Comorian women are paid as. 
tittle as one French franc (U.S. 10 
cents) per kilo, and a practised 
picker can only bring 15 kil- 
ogrammes (33 pounds) to the dis- 
tillery at the end of the day. So 
damaged flowers', which cause 



“You get it friHnylang-ylaiigWossoins by squeezing the inhabitants of the Comoros Islands” 


sound ones to ferment in the bas- 
ket, and green ones, which contain 
lessoil, are slipped in by the picker 
to make up die weight and earn a 
few extra sous. 

In French-ruled Mayotte nea- 
rby, which produced 22 tonnes 
last year, output is also falling. 
Under French law. pickers are 
guaranteed a higher wage than in 
the Comoros. “Societe Bambao”, 
the Indian Ocean's largest grower, 
has now been forced to abandon 
its 400-hectare plantation on 
Mayotte due to high labour costs. 

One {power- said be expected 


the decline in Ylang- Ylang output 
to accelerate in the next few years. 

The majority of the trees thr- 
oughout the islands have now ent- 
ered their middle age, when blo- 
ssom yields begin to decline. 

For many Comorans, that 
would be no bad thing, for ylang- 
ylang has earned itself a rep- 
utation as a sweet-smelling villain 
here. Not only does it occupy land 
which could be better used to 
boost local food production, but 
the distilleries are rapidly con- 
suming what tittle forest cover 
remains on the islands. 


The high cost of oil has meant 
that all but the largest distilleries 
depend on fuelwood to produce 
export-quality essence. The pop- 
ulation explosion, coupled with 
the industry's insatiable demand 
for timber, resulted in a 44 per 
cent loss of wooded areas between 
•1969 and 1974 and 69 percent on 
Anjouan, the most densely pop- 
ulated of the islands. 

Although the United Nations 
Industrial Development Org- 
anisation (UNIDO) has set up 
experimental solar-powered dis- 
tilleries, these have not proved 


cost-effective. So deforestation 
will continue on the islands steep 
slopes, with the resulting rapid 
erosion of the thin topsoil. 

Importers like Franghian of 
Paris, which controls 35 per cent 
of the French ylang-ylang market, 
lament the low prices offered by 
the perfumiers and have begun to 
predict shortages of the natural 
essence in the near future. The 
small farmers in the Comoros, if 
forced to choose food or flowers, 
will doubtless pick the one they 
can eat — Earthscan feature. 


‘Dallas-sur-Loire’ 
boosts French pride 


By Claire Rosemberg 

Reuser 

PARIS (R) — Intent on beating 
the Americans at their own game, 
French Television has launched its 
answer to the chan-topping U.S. 
series “Dallas". 

The launch of “Chateau vallion' 
— a make-believe town som- 
ewhere in France where rich peo- 
ple live, love and hate — last week 
was accompanied by warm French 
self-congratulation . 

“A page has been turned,” said 
an editorial writer in the daily 
newspaper Le Matin. “... now we 
have ourveiy own Dallas, we can 
dream of outdoing American tel- 
evision.” 

Bent on outshining the show 
once singled out by Culture Min- 
ister Jack Lang as a prime example 
of lowbrow U.S. television, the 
French have sought to make Cha- 
teauvallon big and classy. 

With more than 200 characters 
— who swill the rich wines and 
foods in the gaib and surroundings 
of a Dallas “A la Francaise” — its 
cast is ten times that of its U.S. 
model. 

Yet with the latest light video 
equipment, each episode of -the 
26-episode series costs only one 
third of the one million dollars 
. Hollywood spends on each cha- 
pter of Dallas. 

The Texan ranch of Southfork 
has been replaced by a Chateau on 
the banks of the Lire and the 
Ewing dynasty by the sprawling 
Berg family. The Ewings’ sworn 
enemies — the Barnes — find 
their counterparts in a Yugoslav 
emigre family called Kovalic. 

The head of the French dynasty. 
70-year-old press baron Artonin 
Berg, has no petrol but plenty of 


power. A staunch conservative 
with an undying allegiance to the 
late General De Gaulle, he pro- 
fesses an equal commitment to 
.the free press. 

His all-powerful newspaper La 
Depeche Republic aine unveils 
graft and corruption, and makes 
and breaks politicians and bus- 
inessmen. The series unravels the 
personal ambitions and wea- 
knesses of the Berg family and its 
reporter-employees. 

To replace the patriarch, who 
dies in episode six, the producers 
of Chateauvallon wheel out Berg's 
divorcee daughter Florence, who. 
bears a striking resemblance to 
Dallas' Sue Ellen. 

And like Dallas? J.R., Florence 
emerges as an iron-fisted manager 
with personal problems on the 
side, most notably when her cab- 
inet minister lover commits sui- 
cide over a scandal. 

Writers of the series, produced 
by the state-owned TV network 
Antenne-2, drew their inspiration 
from political scandals that eru- 
pted in the three years preceding 
the election of Socialist President 
Francois Mitterrand in 1981. 

“Chateauvallon portrays a pro- 
foundly corrupt ruling class. 
Those who with money wield 
power,” said leading conservative 
commentator Dominique Jamet. 

The series is generally viewed as 
a breakthrough in French tel-' 
evision with the potential to 
snatch money-making markets 
from the Americans. 

It was irritation over the pop- 
ularity of Dallas and another U.S. 
aeries “Dynasty” that prompted 
Pierre Desgraupes, then director 
of Antenne-2, to plan the pro- 
duction of Chateauvallon. 
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claims first 
world games gold 

FARiS <R) — Italy’s Julie Salace won the first gold 
medal of the inaugural World Indoor Games Friday 
when she spreadeagled the field in the women’s 
three-kilo metres walk for the easiest of victories. 


$a!acc strode away from the 
remainder of the 1 0-strong Held to 
win in a time of 1 2 minutes 53.42 
seconds. It was the second occ- 
asion she has beaten 13 minutes 
and only the third ever that the 
mark has been bettered. 

China's Hong Van was second 
in 13:05.5b and Canadian Ann 
Peel took the bronze in 1 3:06.97. 

The women's 60 metres hurdles 
gave an early hint of some pro- 
mising clashes between Western 
and East European athletes, den- 
ied a chance to compete in last 
\ ear's Ln> Angeles Olympics bec- 
ause of the Soviet-led boycott. 
Buluaria's Guinka Zag- 


ortcheva. bronze medallist at the 
10 S3 World Championships in 
Helsinki, won her heat in 8.16 
seconds and looked well in control 
throughout. 

The Soviet Union’s Vera Aki- 
mova was equally impressive 
when she won her heat in the same 
time but there was an upset when 
American Olympic finalist Pam 
Page failed toqualify after fading 
to fourth in Akimova's heat. 

The U.S. hopes now rest with 
Stephanie Hightower who could 
not make the Olympic team. Hig- 
htower finished third in the first 
heat won by France's Anne Piq- 
ucreau in the fastest time of 8.1 2.. 


r-\ 


urry begins quest for 
boxing supremacy 


LONDON (Rl — Don Curry has 
broadcast his message and all but 
Britain's Colin Jones, who cha- 
llenges him for the World Boxing 
Association welterweight title 
Saturday, have received it loud 
and clear. 

The articulate American. 23. 
who once took elocution lessons in 
readiness for a career in radio, 
now wants to become the world's 
greatest boxing champion. And he 
doesn't care who knows it. 

A convincing victory over the 
courageous Welshman in Bir- 
mingham Saturday night is the 
first step in the American's hid for 
supremacy. 

After th.u his nlans include a 


unification bout with World Box- 
ing Council (WBC) Champion 
Milton McCrory before moving 
up a division or two to challenge 
his other compatriots Thomas 
He3ms and Marvin Hagler. 

But Curry's ambitious plans 
could come cascading down aro- 
und him if Jones springs a surprise 
victory before h is own adoring 
fans. Jones is convinced he can do 
it and his manager. Eddie Tho- 
mas. says Curry is “going to be hit 
like he's never been hit before." 

This will be Jones' third and 
final attempt to lift the world 
crown. And it will be by far his 
most important. 
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Celtic fans banned from 
European match at home 


BERNE (R) — The European 
Football Union (UEFA) Friday 
ordered Scotland's Celtic to ban 
the public from attending their 
next home match in any of the 
three European club com-' 
petitions. 

The punishment follows crowd 
trouble during Celtic's replayed. 
Cupwinners* Cup match with Aus- 
tria's Rapid Vienna in Manchester 
on Dec. 12. That game was ord- 
ered after crowd disturbances dur- 
ing the origi nal fixture in Glasgow . 

UEFA also ruled that Celtic's 
next home leg could not be bro- 
adcast live on television and clips 
for news bulletins must not exceed 
three minutes. 

A UEFA spokesman said: “ We 
want to punish the spectators." 

Celtic were also fined 50.000 
Swiss francs ($20,000) for the vio- 
lence during the second round, 
second leg replay. 

Rapid won 1-0 to advance 4-1 
on aggregate but goalkeeper Her- 


bert Feurer and goalscorer Peter 
Pacult were attacked in separate 
incidents by individual supporters. 
Both attackers have since been jai- 
led. 

But the punishment fails well 
short of what many British com- 
mentators had expected. It was 
widely predicted Celtic would be 
banned for between two and four 
years from playing in ail European 
competitions. 

The game was replayed in Man- 
chester after Celtic won the ori- 
ginal Nov. 7 match 3-0 in Glasgow 
to reach the quarter-finals. But 
the Austrians claimed a bottle 
thrown from the stands had inj- 
ured one of their players after they 
had used both their substitutes. 

UEFA originally rejected 
Rapid'-s claim that the match res- 
ult be reversed, fining the Aus- 
trians 15,000 Swiss Francs 1 
($6,300) and Celtic 12.000 Swiss 
francs ($5,000). 

Rapid then appealed and 


UEFA ordered the match to be 
replayed, simultaneously inc- 
reasing the fine on the Austrians 
tto 3*0,000 Swiss Francs ($12,600). 

Celtic are the third British club 
to be ordered to play behind do- 
sed doors in European com- 
petition. West Ham. in 1980, and 
Aston Villa, two years later, were 
similarly punished. 

Celtic chairman Desmond 
White admitted he felt ‘con- 
siderably relieved" by the ruling, 
although he did not dismiss the 
possibility of an appeal. 

The club have three days in 
which to consider appealing but 
While said in London: “I cannot 
make any comment on this matter 
until I have contacted the rest of 
ray directors. After that we will 
have to meet to consider the full 
implications. 

“I am obviously delighted that 
there is no ban. particularly since 
so many people in the media seem 
to think that would be our fate." 


F inns to increase doping controls 


HELSINKI (R) — Finland's 
sports authorities are to increase 
doping controls and make spot 
checks on athletes in training as 
well as competition, a leading off- 
icial said in an interview published 
Friday. 

The moves follow a doping sca- 
ndal in which top runner Marti i 
Vainio forfeited his Olympic 
10.000 metres silver medal after a 
positive test for anabolic steroids 
in Los Angeles last year. 

Chief national athletics coach 
Antti Lanamaki resigned in Nov- 
ember after admitting res- 
ponsibility for the cover-up of an 
earlier positive dope test by Vai- 


nio at the Rotterdam marathon 
last April. 

Carl-Olof Homen, President of 
Finland's National Olympic 
Committee, said in an interview 
published by daily newspapers 
. Friday that Finnish sports org- 
anisations had been authorised to 
increase the number of tests, 
which would be conducted ‘any- 
where and anytime, including the 
training season'. 

‘‘The greatly-increased number 
of tests are necessary partly for 
credibility, but also with a thought 
to all the thousands of sportsmen 
who have never used drugs," he 
added. 


Budd returns 
to U.S. 


NEW YORK (R) — South 
African-born Briton Zola Budd 
competes in a 10,000 metres road 
race in Phoenix, Arizona, on 
March 2, the promoter said Fri- 
day. 

It will be her first appearance in 
the United States since her con- 
troversial clash with Mary Decker 
at last year's Los Angeles Oly- 
mpics. 

But Decker will be absent. She 
withdrew a few weeks before 
Budd entered, race director Fred 
Moore said. 


Political, football rituals coincide in U.S. 

... - k fi-tnri 


PALO ALTO. California (R) — 
Two classic U.S. rituals coincide 
on Sunday when a former sports 
announcer, Ronald Reagan, is 
sworn in as president and two 
teams clash in the c/unax of the 
American football season, the 
Superbowl. 

Perhaps sensing he cannot 
compete with this sporting ext- 
ravaganza. Reagan, who was a 
baseball commentator before Hol- 
lywood and politics claimed him, 
has delayed the ceremonial part of 
his re- inauguration until the next 
day. 

That allows him. like the rest of 
the nation, to focus on the action 
in Palo Alto in what promises to 
be one of the most absorbing con- 
tests in the 19-year history of the 
Bowl. 

Justice has been served this year 
as the teams that have won thr- 
ough to the championship — the 
San Francisco 49ers and the 
Miami Dolphins — arc seen as the 
best'to be produced in the I9R4- 
85 season by the 28-side National 
Football League. 

The Dolphins lost only two of 
their 1 8 pre-Bowl games and the 
49ers failed just once. 

Miami's star is Dan Marino, 

' who is only 23 but has already set 
records for the number of passes 
he has thrown to score tou- 
chdowns, which are worth six poi- 
nts each. 

Both sides are blessed with exc- 
eptional athletes in the crucial role 
of quarterback, a player whose 
importance is recognised by the 
fact that he can command a salary 
in the range of one million dollars 
a year. 

Marino's claim to be the best 
quarterback in the league is hotly 
contested by fans of San Fra- 
ncisco's supremely self-confident 
Joe Montana, who is named after 
a U.S. state but looks assured 
enough to run a country. 

As well as having outstanding 
quarterbacks. Miami and San 


FOR RENT 

A two-storey building near the Gardens with each 
floor consisting of four bedrooms, three bathrooms, 
salons, glassed aluminium balconies with imported 
kitchens and separate central heating. 

N.B. The first floor is deluxe-fumishecf with wali- 
to-wail carpeting and separate garden. The building 
is suitable for embassy offices or a home. 

Call: 778327 




FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

Consisting of three bedrooms, salon, dining room, 
sitting room, glassed-veranda, modem utilities, cen- 
tral heating, garden, telephone. 

Location: Engineers Housing Estate, Seventh Cir- 
cle, Jabai Amman, Sheikh Abdullah Ghosheh Street. 

Annual rent: JD 5,500 

Call Tel: 673609 
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UNIVERSITY OF 
JORDAN 
ANNOUNCES 
ARABIC FOR SPEAKERS 
OF OTHER LANGUAGES 

THE LANGUAGES CENTER at the University of 
Jordan announces that courses in Modern Stan- 
dard Arabic for Speakers of Other Languages will 
commence on February 2. and will last for 16 
weeks. Two programs will be offered: 

1. The intensive program in which classes meet 
in the morning for 20 hours per week. Satur- 
day- Wednesday. The fee for these courses is 
JD 140 per term. 

2. The regular program in which classes meet 6 
hours per week (5:30-7:10 Saturday. Mon- 
day. and Wednesday!. The fee for these cour- 
ses is JD 50 per Lerm. 

Those interested please call at the Language 
Center for regis*ration between 26 January and 
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rto Abu dESET Pakistan \fft 

& Karachi International 

from Amman Airline* IK 

Effective Oct. 1984 rnlig 8 

Every Wednesday at 8:45 a .m. I E9 IlfSir 
in addition to direct flight to I i-i ■ If 
^ Colombo & Bombay from Karachi i.'wBQi 

General Sales Agents: /j&Sj* 

JORDAN INTERNATIONAL FOR/jjRX' 

^ TI^VEL AND TOURISM 

King Hussein St. 
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49ers played, and as a result she 
won 1 2 pastrami and corned beef 
sandwiches and 12 porterhouse 
steaks from the beaten cities. 

Tickets for the 83.000-seat Sta- 
nford stadium are worth many 
limes their weight in gold, despite 
the low price of that metal. 


Neither team indulges much in 
what Football referees call 'unn- 
ecessary roughness,' a term that 
non-experts think would be app- 
ropriate to describe the entire 

game. • 

The 49ers are seen as having 
what amounts to home town adv- 
antage because the Stanford Uni- Scalpels ?TC asking — and get- 

versity stadiumin Palo Alto where . — up to jj 200 per ticket, 

the Superbowl will be played is . Corazzini> a baker from 

only a few km from the team' sown nearbv San Mateo, adopted a 

candlestick park in nearby San j^vel approach in his quest for 
Francisco. . tickets. Instead of money, he oft- 

That city has long been gripped ered hjs stock lhc much-sought 
by Superbowl fever. San Fra- pa t c h dolls. 

££ JSta^ftipertwwl ta available ™e has been snapped 

UP THe U.S Depanmcm of Def- 

“aJSSto Mayor Dianne budge, defied ran into erniasn, 
Feinstein is making a well- when it paid $525,000 to bro- 
publicised bet of ftxxl with her adcast a 30-second recruiunent 
Miami counterpart. She is offering commercial during the game. 


Amman Little League 

Basketball scores - Jan. 1 8 

Juniors 


Intercom 20 
A1 Ahlyah 4 
Volvo 26 
Mids 
Lego 16 

International Traders 15 

Cairo- Amman 19 

Seniors 

Foxboro 25 

Jordan Express 35 

Adults 

Marines 56 

ACS 66 

Odds & Ends 66 


Ericsson 9' 
Goodyear 4 
Peugeot 2 

Chase Manhattan 8 
Marriott 8 
Arab Wings 14 

Astra 10 
Holiday Inn 13 

Elba 51 
Laing 35 
Froggies 25 


WANTED 

English speaking live-in house maid. 

Phone 660825, 843512 


— FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Newly furnished with 
j modern furniture. Flat 
| consists of three bed-. 

• rooms, one living room, 

| one sitting room, dining 

I s room with telephone and 
central heating. Con- 
. veniently located near 5th 
| Circle, Um Uthaina, Babil 
• Street, near Friends Sup- 
I ermarket. 

I Please call 664126 from 
8:30 - 1:30 and 4:30 to 
I 6:00 p.m.' 

| Mr. Riyadh Ibrahim. i 



SCANDINAVIAN 

SHOWROOM 


v- Living- rooms 
-.V Dining rooms 

* Bedroom sets 

* Wall units 

* Lighting fixtures 
Club B for children 

•j Modem Danish design 
y -Cr Feather upholstery 
" Dsnish-Pack Homes 

* Tax-free if applicable 

Tel. 663890 Civil defence street 



. Tne /outnrul 
style wilh an 
eye lo the- futui* 


To advertise in 
this section 



RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Airconditkmed 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, 
near.Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 38968 


r 
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CHINESE I 
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TOURISMO 

3rd Circle, Jabai Amman I 

Opposite Akilah Hospital. 

PEKING DUCK & 
FLAMING POT FONDUE 
ARE OUR SPECIALITIES 

VISIT SOON! 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 PM 
6:00 PM to Midnight 


I Tel. 41093 
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CHINA 
RESTAURAN 

ABOVE H0MM4 
SUPERMARKET 

Tlie first and best Chinese 
restaurant 
in Aqaba 
Take - away service ava- 
ilable 

Open daily T \ .30 0:30 - and 6:30 
11:00 




aQABA, Tel. 4415 




*Cinc j Theatre* ★ 

Philadelphia £ 

* 

* 

* 

KISS IN ATTACK + 
OF THE * 

. PHANTOMS * 

+ 

’ ¥ 

Show at 3.34 6 8.30 10.15 * 

TEL. 34104-34149 ^ 

** ******* ** 
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Swiss trade deficit widens \ Jordanian 


ZURICH (R) 7— Switzerland ran 
a deficit in foreign trade last year 
of nearly 8.4 billionjSwiss francs 
($3.1 billioa), 'the second largest 
on record, tbe Swiss customs off- 
ka said Thursday. 

The deficit was one blllioiz 
francs (5370 million) larger than 
in 1983, though under the peak- 
113 biifion franc ($4.2 billion) 
shortfall of 1980. 

Economists said die main rea- 
son for the higher deficit was a 
good one '7-. the strength of the 
Swiss economy. The recovery at 
home meant more demand for all 
sorts of imported consumer goods, 
but also industrial equipment. 

Exports were also strong, esp- 
ecially to the United States, where 
the strong dollar made expensive 
Swiss luxury goods look cheap to 
Americans and helped exports of 
chenjicals and pharmaceuticals 'as 

well'. 

Falling OH prices meant that oil 
imports did not play too great a 
role, in tbe widening deficit. A big 
boost in oil prices during 1979 led 
to the record 1980 deficit and the 
recession from which- the Swiss 


economy is still recovering. 

Economsts see little danger in 
the size of the 1984 shortfall. Rev- 
enues from capital invested abr- 
oad and on mutism, hairing and 
other services easily offset ii 

Meanwhile, the Swiss bankers? 
association leaped fresh criticism 
on government plans to wa fct* inr- 
oads into the country’s banking 
secrecy, despite a referendum last 
year to maintain it. 

At a ■ meeting for the foreign 
press in Geneva Wednesday night, 
the association’s managing dir- 
ector, Mr, "Jean-Paul Chapuis, 
charged that the law was being 
revised for political reasons. 

‘^(The banks) will oppose any 
regulation which unnecessarily 
infringes upon their freedom of 
action or, what is worse, on that of 
their customers, or which would 
weaken their competitive cap-, 
achy ” he said. 

A referendum last May threw 
out a Socialist Party proposal to 
open up banking secrecy but 
banks still face government plans 
to make modifications by red- 


rafting the whole swiss banking 
law. - 

The proposals include legal obl- 
igations to identify banks’ cus- 
tomers and publish consolidated 
accounts and balance sheets, and 
ban active participation in tbe 
flight of capitaL 

The government, which is fin- 
alising a draft law banning res- 
ident trading of shares and bonds, 
hay said it also plans to make an 
existing private agreement among 
the banks on deterring criminal 
funds legally binding. 

Mr. Chapuis dismissed the pla- 
nned modifications as unn- 
ecessary as the existing law pro- 
vided sufficient supervision by a 
federal banking commission, a 
panel of bankers and other exp- 
erts. 

At present banks are forbidden 
to divulge account details but they 
must be able to identify account- 
holders to the panel. 

A court can also waive secrecy if 
Swiss or foreign authorities are 
investigating offences which are 
crimes in Switzerland. 


Arab banks boost U.S. operations 


NEW YORK — In a recent Wall 
Street Journal article, Mr. Nic- 
holas D; Kristof notes a dramatic 
rise in the number of major Arab 
banks operating in New York. 

Mr. Kristof repons that only 
four years ago. New York's fin- 
ancial establishment included only 
one Arab firm. Today there are 
more than 20 Arab banks in New 
York. According to his article the 
new banks are the beneficiaries of 
liberalised banking laws as well as 
of their own vision of New York as 
a promising frontier for Arab 
banking. 

Although (he article points out 
that some Arab b anks are finding 
it difficult to get much business in 
the highly competitive New York 
market, other are winning Arab 
clients and American bus- 
inessmen who deal with Arab nat- 


ions. 

“Why would an American 
company leave 15,000 b anks and 
deal with an Arab bank? Or any 
foreign bank?" asks Mr. Fak- 
hruddin Khalil, senior executive 
vice president of the UBAF Arab 
American Bank, which was tbe 
first Arab bank chartered in New 
York. 

“ You have to have a specialty. 
And that specialty is knowledge of 
the Middle East.” Mr. Khalil exp- 
lains. 

Tbe UBAF Arab American 
Bank works with American exp- 
orters seeking Arab markets. The 
bank finances trade, arranges 
joint ventures and seeks deposits 
from . corporations and ins- 
titutions. 

According to the journal, that 
strategy produced a profit for the 


bank of $4.5 million for the first 
nine months of 1984. And by late 
1984, the bank had assets of $1 .2 
billion. 

The journal pointed out that tbe 
local boom in Arab banking was 
made possible by the Int- 
ernational Banking Act of 1978, 
which suspended tbe reciprocity 
requirement to get a Federal bank 
charter. 

The article explains that before 
then, a Saudi bank for example, 
could not get a Federal license 
unless American banks were all- 
owed to operate in Sandi Arabia. 

Although New York has att- 
racted most of the Arab banks, 
one chose Washington, D.C.. and 
another established a branch in 
Texas. Analysts expect more 
American branches to be est- 
ablished. 


Major U.S. airlines slash fares 


EW YORK (R) — Three major 
S. airlines have slashed their 
res by as much as 70 per cent on 
smesiic flights in a price war that 
m the share values of all the 
lajor carriers tumbling. 
American Airlines fired the first 
lot Thursday with the int- 




> to 70. per cent on^aJiQ.f its routes 
ithin the continental United Sta- 
s for round-trip tickets pur- 
tased 30 days in advance. 
United Airlines and Northwest 
irlincs followed, saying they 
ould match American’s fares. 
American said that undeT the 
scount passengers could fly bet- 
een New York and Dalias/Fort 
forth for as little as 599 each way 
id between New York and Los 
ngeles for $129 each way. 

With that, airline stocks fell sha- 
>ly on rising fears of an all-out 
re war. 

Wall Street analysts said they 
ere unprepared to predict how 
irnings of the companies would 
: affected, but they said unc- 
■tamty among investors had pre- 


ssured the stocks. 

“1 fully expect that since Ame- 
rican is planning to do this sys- 
temwide, the rest of the world will 
have to match it. The only que- 
stion is how other airlines will 
change some of the details.” said 
Mr. Charles Hanneman, a Tho- 
aaalysk— — •— 
"We’ll have to wait and see 
what the fine print says," he said, 
noting that American said a would 
include a 25 per cent cancellation 
charge on the discount tickets. 

American and United said their 
lower fare tickets would be ava- 
ilable starting Friday for flights on 
or after Feb. 1 8. 

A spokesman for United said 


the new discounts represented a 
significant enlargement of earlier 
programmes of 40 to 50 per cent 
reductions. 

American said the new fares 
were pan of a rehaul and con- 
solidation of its of domestic fare 
structure. 

To 5e~eligible foFTtmerican’ s 
new reduced fare, passengers 
must spend Saturday night at the 
destination with a maximum stay 
of 21 days. 

Tbe new fare differs from the 
existing reduced-price tickets, 
which require a 14-day advance 
purchase instead of the 30-day 
advance purchase. 


Egypt accepts banks proposals 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt has agreed in principle to proposals by foreign 
banks to adjust recent banking measures which would have barred 
them from issuing letters of credit on foreign trade transactions. 

The measures stipulated that importers had to open letters of 
credit in Egyptian currency with joint-venture or public sector banks 
which would supply the hard currency for the transactions, the min- 
isterof economy and external trade. Mr. Mustapha Said, told a news 
conference. 


insurance 
companies 
to merge 

AMMAN (R) — Two local ins- 
urance firms with a combined cap- 
ital of 51 million have decided to 
merge under a new law which aims 
at regulating and strengthening 
Jordan's insurance market, a Jor- 
danian official said Friday. 

Mr. Rad hi Ibrahim, head of the 
insurance department of the Jor- 
danian ministry of trade and ind- 
ustry. told Reuters a committee 
had been set up to study tbe app- 
lications from Arab Union Ins- 
urance and the Arab International 
Insurance. 

He welcomed the merger move, 
the first in the insurance sector, 
and said a decision on the app- 
lications was expected in two 
months. 

Merger is not obligatory under 
tbe law, which became effective 
this month, but both government 
officials and some insurance firms 
say it is good for the insurance 
market, with an annual turnover 
of 25 million dinars ($61.3 mil- 
lion). 

There are 33 insurance firms in 
Jordan. 11 of them foreign — 
three Lebanese, two American 
and one each from India, Egypt, 
France, Britain, Kuwait and Iran. 

The law requires insurance 
firms to raise their paid-up capital 
to 600,000 dinar s ($1.4 million) 
by November 1 986, extendable by 
two years. 

Jordan's lower house of dep- 
uties recently set the amount, 
which is lower than the one million 
dinars (S2.5 million) capital fixed 
by the temporary insurance law of 
January last year but higher than 
the 100.000 dinars ($245,000) 
minimum under the previous 
1965 insurance law. 

The law retained other financial 
terms of the temporary law, under 
which Jordanian firms must also 
deposit 275.000 dinars 
($674,000), 25 per cent with the 
government and the balance in tbe 
form of local shares and bonds. 

A foreign insurance firm is req- 
uired to deposit 400.000 dinars 
($980,000), but the amount is 
regarded as capital. 

The law apparently excludes 
foreign insurance firms from the 
merger clause, but under the com- 
panies law foreign firms must have 
at least- 51 per cent local equity. . 


Air France 
profit soars 


■PARIS (R) — France’s state- 
owned airline Air France boosted 
its profits sixfold last year despite 
rising fuel costs, the airline pre- 
sident said Thursday. 

The airline posted a net profit of 
530 million francs ($54.4 million) 
last year, compared with 87.2 mil- 
lion francs ($8.9 million) in 1983. 
he told a news conference. 

He said Air France remained 
the fourth largest airline in the 
world in terms of passengers car- 
ried on international routes- 


Jordan is stepping 
into new economic 
era, Nabulsi says 

By Samir Ghawi 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN —Dr. Mohammad Saeed A 1 Nabulsi, gov- 
ernor of the Central Bank of Jordan, pointed out on 
Wednesday night that both internal and external 
factors are forcing a new economic course in Jordan. 
He stressed that self-reliance is the key-word to be 
implemented and emphasised in Jordan’s economic 
pattern. 


Dr. AJ Nabulsi, guest speaker at 
a Lions Club dinner held at Tyche 
Hotel, said that despite Jordan's 
autonomous economy during the 
1950’s and 1960’s it interrelated 
deeply and strongly with the eco- 
nomies of the region and the int- 
ernational community during the 
1970’s. • 

This interaction. Dr. A1 Nabulsi 
added, was fuelled by the oil boom 
and it resulted in creating a new 
atmosphere and a series of dev- 
elopment mainly in the following 
areas: 

— Increased official Arab aid to 
a level that amounted to one-third 
of Jordan's foreign income. 

— Expansion of remittances 
froqfc Jordanians working in the 
Gulf that reached 40 per cent of 
the kingdom's foreign income. 

— Deep local interchanges bro- 
ught about by inflation and zero 
unemployment. 

Dr. A1 Nabulsi, noting that this 
situation has primarily cha- 
* racterised the economy in Jordan 
with much sensitivity to int- 
ernational developments, said 
that the current economic har- 
dships facing the economy now- 
adays centre on the turmoil in the 
oil markets and the political ins- 
tability in the region but that these 
two foremost factors have nearly 
bottomed out. 

Dr. A1 Nabulsi described the 
hardships as being the worst since 
the few years that immediately fol- 
lowed the 1 967 war with Israel but 
that all economic growth rates are 
still positive and in many cases 
better than what is being- reg- 
istered in other Third World cou- 
ntries and even some ind- 
ustrialised economies. 

On the local front Dr. AJ Nab- 
ulsi saw an urgent need to boost 
cooperation' and understanding 
between the private and the public 
sector. 

He said that the recent moves 
by the public sector to expand its 
activities and investments have 
shaken the trust and the leading 
■role of the private sector over the 
years. 

Dr. A1 Nabulsi said that the 
preparation of the five-year dev- 
elopment plan currently und- 
erway should be a time for con- 
structive debate on strengthening 
the ties between the private and 
the public sector in order to cem- 
ent tbe understanding on mai- 
ntaining the long peculiar balance 
that have characterised their rel- 
ationship for many years. 

Noting that foreign income nas 
dwindled and that increased dep- 
endence of local resources was 
imminent' along with cuts in exp- 



Dr. Mohammad A1 Nabulsi 

enditures Dr. AJ Nabulsi cited the 
following points to maintain eco- 
nomic health of the country:- 

— The 1985 budget deficit is 
probably more than in previous 
years and it is very unwise to keep 
the deficit at this level in as much 
as it is important to lower it as 
much as possible. 

— It is very important that exp- 
enditures should be reduced dra- 
stically especially on investments 
of very low return or investments 
requiring high foreign currency 
spending. 

— Increase of spending on via- 
ble and profitable projects thr- 
ough public sector budgeting or 
through the private sector. 

— Increased efforts to save for- 
eign currencies through boosting 
exports and services and through 
backing the progress of various 
sectors especially in agriculture 
tourism, transport . and con- 
tracting. 

He said the Central Bank of 
Jordan will now concentrate on 
defending the balance of pay- 
ments based on the recent fall in 
foreign currency income and will 
also intensify its efforts to help the 
government consolidate its rev- 
enues and meet the deficits and 
investment needs. 

He also reiterated the imp- 
ortance that the bank sees in pro- 
viding the liquidity necessary to 
reactivate the market adding that 
words such as “retreat*’, “rec- 
ession" or “slowness” have, often 
characterised Jordan’s economic 
performance in the past and that 
such descriptions do not reflect 
any hindrance in Jordan’s con- 
tinued economic progress. 

Dr. A1 Nabulsi in answering few 
questions put to him later by the 
audience said that the Jordanian 
dinar has never been as sound and 
healthy as it is now being 100 per 
cent covered by a basket of cur- 
rencies. 

He also urged the banks in Jor- 
dan to undertake deeper studies 
and evaluation when extending 
credit facilities 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) —Equities moved up to record levels as the recent 
bull phase was extended on renewed institutional demand. Dea- 
lers said stock shortage exaggerated the advance and at 1500 
GMT the F.T. 30 share index rose 7.3 to a record 994.5, The 
broad based FTSE 1 00 share index at 1 530 GMT added 1 2 2 to its 
a new high of 1272.6. 

News U.K. home loan rates may go up as much as 1 Vt per cent 
was discounted. Government bonds firmed up to s/ s point, helped 
by the smaller than expected rise in U.K. December retail prices 
which showed year on year inflation at under five per cent. Ste- 
adier sterling also helped sentiment. 

BTR ended 80p higher at 697 after its bid for Dunlop. Dealers 
note some U.S. demand for BTR. Dunlop ordinary ended 4p up at 
35 Vz while Dunlop preferred rose 23p to 73. 

Hanson Trust firmed lip at 345 after clearance of its bid for 
Powell Duffryn which moved to 448 from 426p. 

P and O extended its recent advance which followed its bid for 
Sterling Guarantee gaining 13 at 413. Hawker firmed 14p to 443 
while gains of 4p or 5p were noted in GKN. GEC. BOC and BC1. 
ICI recovered a 2p fall at 786. 

Banks closed steady, insurances were mixed and gold shares 
showed a firmer bias. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 

One sterling 1.1215/1225 U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 1 .3264/3267 Canadian dollars 

3.1705/1720 West German marks 

3.5825/5840 Dutch guilders 

2.6720/6735 Swiss francs 

63.50/55 Belgian francs 

9.7100/7150 French francs 

1949.00/1951.00 Italian lire 

254.20/30 Japanese yen 

9.1075/1175 Swedish crowns 

9.1825/1925 Norwegian crowns 

1 1 .3325/3425 Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 307.20/307.70 U.S. dollars 



FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, JAN. 19, 1985 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Except for taking 
chances where social and romantic matters are 
concerned leading to some upsetting incidents, it is a 
good day and evening to get into practical affairs. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Contact someone who has 
the ability to assist you in your career and state what 
it is you need the most 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) You have fine ideas of 
a practical nature that can be made to work with the 
assistance of out-of-town newcomers. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) A good day to talk over 
with business persons just how to become more pros- 
perous in the days ahead. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Think over 
what demanding partners expect of you and satisfy 
them only to the right extent 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Get right down to the core 
of any work ahead of you and polish it off nicely, but 
cooperate more with fellow-workers. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept 22) Get into the activities 
that will give you surcease from worry and have a' 
delightful time. Show more affection for your mate. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) A good day to stay at 
home and get it into fine condition. Then invite guests 
in later and treat them very nicely. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) An ideal day to join 
with as many friends as possible and plan for greater 
success in the days ahead. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Get all those fine 
ideas down to a workable level and be more practical to 
get right results. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Get your personal 
aims well organized in the morning so that you can gain 
them quickly. The evening can bring lots of fun. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Try to get your vi- 
sionary ideas down to a practical and workable level to- 
day. Buy some charming gift fur your mate. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Get in touch with that 
older person you know if you want to attain some per- 
sonal longing with ease. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
be a born organizer and should have courses along such 
lines so that your progeny can become an expert in such 
an important profession. One who will be able to get 
along just fine with persons of importance and who can 
be of much assistance. 
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Mitterrand arrives in Noumea today 


New Caledonia’s Kanaks 


to take tougher stand 


NOUMEA (R) — Black militants in New Caledonia 
say they will take a tougher stand on demands for 
independence when French President Francois Mit- 
terrand visits the territory Saturday and insist that 
freedom from Paris is not negotiable. 


As Mitterrand flew half-way 
around the world in a bid to bring 
peace to the troubled territory, the 
leader of the militant Kanaks told 
a news conference Friday they 
would take a firmer stance with 
France and considered sov- 
ereignty for Kanaky (land of the 
people) to be non-negotiable. 

“After that certain things could 
be talked about,” declared - 
Jean- Marie Tjibaou. head of the 
“provisional” government sworn 
in by the Kanaks on Dec. 1. 

“We will ask Mitterrand how 
many more d earns he wants," Mr. 
Tjibaou added in a reference to 20 
killings in the past two months. 

He said French authorities were 
holding 87 Kanaks while 14 had 
been “murdered" by white set- 


tlers. 

“This is a debt the colonial 


power must repay. 

Mr. Tjibaou indicated that Mr. 
Mitterrand's surprise one-day 
visit seen in France as one of 
the riskiest political ventures of his 
career — was essential to keep 
alive talks on independence. 

The visit "is a new fact and we 
are prepared to meet him," he 
said. 

Mr. Tjibaou appeared to be ref- 
erring to the possibility of settlers 
being given guarantees, such as 
retaining land for a number of 
years after independence. 

Settlers are in a majority in New 
Caledonia's population of 
145.000 and most reject ind- 
ependence. Some said they plan to 


greet Mr. Mitterrand with a pro- 
test rally to show their "desire to 
remain French". 

Noumea Mayor Roget Larbque 
has said he will call on 50,000 res- 
idents to turn out during the visit 
for which a 3,000-strong security 
force, including riot police, has 
been deployed. 

Many settlers say they feel bet- 
* rayed by Mr. Mitterrand and plan 
to line Noumea streets waving the 
■French flag. 

Mr. Tjibaou said the dead and 
detained Kanaks were a debt that 
France must repay. 

“The French Socialist gov- 
ernment's talk about dec- 
olonisation does not appear to be 
applicable to New Caledonja.” he 
said. 

Police shot dead prominent 
Kanak militant Eloi Machoro last' 
week, prompting declaration of a- 
state of emergency. 

' “ Machoro’ s death has int- 
roduced a new element," Mr. Tji- 
baou said, adding that it forced 


Kanaks to break of. talks with 
French special envoy Edgard Pis- 
,ani. 

“This new fact (the shooting) 
does not allow us to meet PisanL 
We need more time for ref- 
lection," he added. 

Mr. Pisani has suggested a ref- 
erendum in July on whether the 
territory, ruled by France for 131 
years, should become ind- 
ependent next January. 

'Hie militants launched their 
.campaign in November by setting 
up roadblocks that paralysed most 
rural areas. 

Mr. Tjibaou said Friday they 
agreed to lift the roadblocks and 
negotiate with Mr. Pisani ‘‘bec- 
ause that was the logic of our act- 
ions’". . 

He said Kanaks at first trusted 
Mr. Pisani when the envoy said a 
"new order” was needed in the 
territory. 

But Mr. Pisani later appeared to 
be speaking only to settlers. Mi. 
Tjibaou said. 


U.K. agrees to join 
U.S. space, venture 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Washington Post reported Friday 
(hat Britain had decided to join a 
U.S. -led project to build a per- 
manently manned space station 
for launch in 1992. 

Geoffrey Pattie. Britain’s Min- 
ister of State for Industry and Inf- 
ormation Technology, was quoted 
in an interview in the Post as say- 
ing the British government would 
make an official announcement 
within the next two weeks. 

Mr. Pattie, in Washington to 
consult with Reagan adm- 
inistration officials about scientific 
cooperation, told the newspaper 


Britain would probably contribute 
S300 million to the $8 billion pro- 
gramme to launch a permanent 
space station by 1992. 

West Germany announced on 
Wednesday that they would acc- 
ept Mr. Reagan's invitation to join 
the programme and the gov- 
ernment said it would contribute 
$900 million. 

Canada and Japan, along with 
other West European countries, 
also have been invited to join the 
project. 

It said Mrs. Thatcher and Mr. 
Reagan would confer again in the 
White House on Feb. 20. 
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Neither vulnerable. West 
deals. 

NORTH 

♦ A1084 
J8 

0 A9754 
*K5 

WEST EAST 

♦ QJ65 4K9 

S7K1042 <79653 

0 J 102 OQ6 

♦ 98 • Q J 742 

SOUTH 

♦ 732 
<7 AQ7 
0 K 83 

♦ A 1063 
The bidding: 

West North East Sooth 
Pass 1 0 Pass 2 NT 
Pass 3 NT Pass ' Pass 
Pass 

Opening lead: Five of ♦. 

We are grateful to 
Australian internationalist 
Dick Cummings for this hand 
from a major tournament in 
his country. East-West were 
on their way to a magnificent 
defense, but stumbled at the 
critical point. 

Despite the tact that he 
had only three low spades, 
South had no better response 
than two no trump. Since 
that bid denied a major suit, 
'North settled for the no 
trump game. 

West led his fourth-best 
spade, and declarer might 
have had a better chance had 
he risen with the ace in an 


attempt to block the suit. 
Instead, he played low and 
East made the brilliant play 
of the nine. After declarer 
held up the ace when East' 
continued with the king of 
spades, East shifted to a 
heart. 

Declarer played low from 
hand. West won the king and- 
reverted to the queen of 
spades, forcing out the ace as 
East s.'uffed a club. Since 
declarer could not come to 
nine tricks without the dia- 
mond suit, he led a low dia- 
mond from the table. East 
played low, declarer won the 
king and, reading the posi- 
tion perfectly, he ducked a 
diamond. East -won the queen 
and, since he could make no 
damaging return, ’declarer 
was home in comfort. 

Naturally, we expect Our 
eagle-eyed readers will have 
spotted the defensive slip. 
On the third spade. East 
must discard the queen of 
diamonds! Now there is no 
way declarer can set up the 
diamonds without giving 
West the lead, and the jack of 
spades will be the setting 
trick. 

Observe that it will not 
help East to rise with the 
queen of diamonds when that 
suit is led from the board. 
Declarer simply allows East 
to bold the trick, and his 
contract is again safe. 
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Tape points to high-level 
Taiwanese role in murder 


TAPEI (R) — Several senio'r mil- 
itary officials have been imp- 
licated by a secret tape containing 
“fantastic” details of the murder 
of a Chinese-American writer in 
California last year, official sou- 
rces said Friday. 

“No one know how many have 
been involved," the sources told 
Reuters. "Government leaders 
are now waiting with their fingers 
crossed for the outcome of an off- 
icial investigation." 

The Taiwan government adm- 
itted on Tuesday that some of its 
intelligence officers were Involved 
in the murder of Henry Liu, a 
stern critic of Taiwan who was 
shot dead by three Asians in Daly 
City. California, on Oct. 15. 

The sources said the tape, rec- 
orded by Chen Chi-Li, a leading 
Taiwanese underworld figure and 
named by the FBI as one of the 
killers, identified several senior 
officials in the military whom he 
said knew in advance of Mr. Liu’s 
murder. 

Three senior intelligence off- 
icers have been arrested so far. 
Only Colonel Chen Fu-Men, a 
deputy department head in the 
Military Intelligence Bureau, has 
been identified. 

“The tape provided names and 
fantastic details of the murder 
which would have been con- 
sidered a joke at other times. But 


now official investigators are not 
letting any clues slip,” the sources 
said without giving details. 

The sources said U.S. aut- 
horities also possessed a copy of 
the Chen tape and said this had 
forced the Nationalist government 
to admit the intelligence inv- 
olvement. 

The China Times, a newspaper 
owned and published by senior 
Nationalist officials, said Chen 
made three copies of the tape and 
left them with friends in the Uni- 
ted States and Taiwan. 

Chen recorded details of his 
meetings with the officials app- 
arently to protect himself, the 
paper said. He asked friends to 
make public the tape if he were 
arrested, it added. 

One government source told 
Reuters investigators now had 
firm evidence that Chen met sev- 
eral senior intelligence officers 
before he left for the United States 
last September. 

The China Times said Chen 
volunteered to kill Liu, considered 
a traitor by Nationalist officials 
after he published a critical bio- 
graphy of President Chiang 
Ching-Kuo in 1975. 

The offer was made to int- 
elligence shortly before a four- 
month government amnesty for 
-gangsters expired last September, 
it said. 


Crew trick hijacker into 
surrendering in U.S. 


ORLANDO, Florida* (AP) — A 
man. who threatened to ignite a 
can of gasoline aboard an Eastern 
Airlines jet unless he was taken to 
Cuba, was apprehended Friday 
after he was tricked into thinking 
he had arrived at his destination, 
authorities said. 

No one among the 120 other 
passengers and nine crew mem- 
bers was injured aboard the A3 00 
jet flying from Newark, New Jer- 
sey. to Miami, said airline spo- 
keswoman Paula Musto. 

Lazordo Hernandez, 30. hol- 
ding a cigarette lighter and a pac- 
kage he said contained gasoline, 
demanded the plane be diverted 
to Cuba, said Harvey Pechacek. 
communications supervisor for 
the Orange County Sheriffs Off- 
ice. 

The plane made an unscheduled 
landing here early Friday mor- 
ning. and 2nd officer Dennis Law- 
rence "indicated to the potential 
hijacker that he had landed in 


Cuba, at which instant Her- 
nandez handed his lighter to the 
second officer and dropped the 
substance that he was holding and 
was apprehended by the Orlando 
Police Department,” said Carolyn 
Fennell, a spokeswoman for Orl- 
ando International Airport. 


Hernandez, 30. of Passaic, New 
Jersey, was arrested by Orlando 
Police, Ms. Fennell said. 

An interpreter was needed for 
Orlando Police to communicate 
with Hernandez, who speaks Spa- 
nish. said Ms. FennelL 


A woman who answered the 
telephone listed in Hernandez’s 
name in Passaic confirmed that he 
had been on an Eastern flight to 
Miami. When told a man ide- 
ntified by officials as Lazordo 
Hernandez had been arrested in 
the incident, she gasped and hung 
up. Reached again, the woman 
refused to identify herself or 
comment further. 


Cyclone Eric kills 14 as 


another heads for Fiji 


SUVA (R) — Fiji's second cyc- 
lone in three days is expected to 
pass close to the capital Suva Sat- 
urday after leaving a trail of des- 
truction in the nearby Pacific nat- 
ion of Vanuatu, weather for- 
ecasters said Friday. 

They said cyclone Nigel was fol- 
lowing the same path as Eric 
which Thursday killed at least 14 
people and left 1 ,400 homeless on 
Fiji’s main island, Viti Levu. 

Nigel battered at least six major 
islands of Vanuatu, about 1 .000 
kilometres west of Fiji, police 
there said Friday. 

They did not report any deaths 


The bodies have been rec- 
overed and four'of the 67 people 
on board are missing, they said. 

In Fiji, communications with 
outer islands were still cut fol- 
lowing Eric and power probably 
would not be fully restored for at 
least a week. 

Nadi International Airport reo- 
pened briefly Friday. 

Government sources said the 
Fiji cabinet was meeting Friday 
night to assess the situation. 

Police said they feared the 
■death toll would rise when inter- 
island links were restored. 

Most of the deaths were rep- 




| A group of Israeli soldiers waits at a helicopter pad 
near the Awaii River Friday to return to Israel on 
leave. Near them is equipment which has been col- 


lected near the helicopter pad for when the first 
phase of the Israeli plan to partially withdraw from 
Lebanon takes {dace (AP wirephotol . 


U.S. rules 
out aid to 
Kampuchean 
guerrillas 


BANGKOK (R) — A senior U.S. 
official Friday ruled out mflitary 
aid to uon-Communist Kam- 
puchean guerrillas but said 'Was- 
hington would give them more 
political, diplomatic and hum- 
anitarian help. 

Paul Wolfowitz, assistant sec- 
retary of State for East Asia and 
the Pacific, told a news conference 
that weapons for guerrillas should 
be provided by Asian countries 
directly concerned with the Kam- 
puchean problem. - 

He said that chances for a pol- 
itical settlement of the Kam- 
puchean conflict would be better if 
Washington refrained from mil- 
itary support of Kampuchean gue- 
rrillas. 

For the past six years the United 
States has given food, medicine 
and other humanitarian assistance 
to two non-Communist, anti- 
Vietnamese Kampuchean gue- 
rrilla factions. 


It has also given diplomatic and 
political support to those groups at 
the United Nations and other int- 
ernational -organisations. 

But Mr. Wolfowitz emphasised 
the United States had not in the 
past nor would in the future give 
aid in any form to the Khmer 
Rouge. 

Meanwhile two Vietnamese 
refugees claim to have seen nearly 
160 American prisoners of war 
under guard at three locations in 
Vietnam and Laos in 1979 and 
1982. 

A Pentagon spokesman said 
Thursday both men were tho- 
roughly interviewed and it was 
decided their cliams were false. 
"Both appear to have fabricated 
their information.” he said. Vie- 
tnam denies having any American 
prisoners. 

With about 2.500 American 
servicemen still listed as missing in 
action (MIA) during the Vietnam 
War, the subject is a highly sen- 
sitive one here. 

The United States has no dip- 
lomatic relations with Vietnam 
but has been trying to trace ser- 
vicemen missing in action. It has 
criticised Hanoi for moving slowly 
on the issue. 

Americans captured during the 
war were released in 1973 after a 
peace agreement with Hanoi 
ended direct U.S. military inv- 
olvement in the wars in Indochina 


‘New Zealand will not 
take on nuclear role’ 


AUCKLAND, New Zealand (R) 
— Japan and New Zealand Friday 
agreed on the need to strengthen 
the unity of the Western Bloc, but 
Wellington has refused to take on 
a nuclear role, a Japanese gov- 
ernment spokesman said. 

The agreement on Western 
unity came in a meeting between 
Prime Ministers Yasuhiro Nak- 
asone and David Lapge, he said. 

Mr. Nakasone arrived in the 
largest New Zealand city Friday 
from Australia on the last leg of a 
week-long tour of four South Pac- 
ific countries which also included 
Fiji and Papua New Guinea. 

The spokesman said Mr. Lange 
reiterated his government’s policy 
of “not taking on nuclear role” in 
helping to maintain a power bal- 
ance between the West and East. 

The United States., a member of 
the ANZUS security treaty with 
New Zeland and Australia, is wor- 
ried about the policy because Wel- 
lington refuses U.S. nuclear- 
powered ships to call at its pons. 

New Zealand dtffers.from Aus- 
tralia on the issue. * 

Australian Prime Minister Bob 


* Hawke told Mr. Nakasone earlier 
in Canberra that ANZUS was 
important for the security of his 
country and it would allow calls at 
Australian ports. 

Japan, which has a security tre- 
aty with the United States, refuses 
calls by nuclear ships of any cou- 
ntry. But American nuclear- 
powered vessels have been visiting 
Japan regularly. 

Mr. Lange also explained to Mr. 
Nakasone the idea of a nuclear- 
free zone in the South Pacific 
promoted by the South Pacific 
Forum to which both Austtalia 
and New Zealand .belong, the 
spokesman said. 

The forum was to work out a 
draft treaty to be taken to the Uni- 
ted Nations sometime this- year 
based on three principles. 

They are that any member nat- 
ion wil! not manufacture, store 
and deploy nuclear weapons: Any 
member nation can decide whe- 
ther to alow port calls by nuclear- 
powered or armed ships: Mem- 
bers will guarantee passage of 
such ships in the open seas of the 
’zone. 


Sikh high priests reject 
police offer of protection 


NEW DELHI (RJ — Four head 
priests of the highest Sikh rel- 
igious order have turned down a 
government offer to provide them - 
with protection following an att- 
ack on th eir lea der, the Press Trust 
of India (PTI) repotted Friday. 


Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, 
who has said his government will 
give top priority to finding a sol- 
ution to the Punjab crisis, has con- 
demned the attack on Khpal 
Singh. 


The news agency said Pritam 
Singh and Giani Sahib Singh, two 
of the five head priests of the Akal 
Takht in Amristar’s Golden Tem- 
.ple, told reporters in the holy city 
that they were approched by pol- 
ice Thursday with an offer of pro- 
tection from the government 
Two fellow head priests had 
also turned down the offer, PTI 
said. 


Several Sikh political and rel- 
igious leaders have saici aut- 
horities must protect Sikh lives 
and property before any peace 
talks with Lhe government can 
take place. 

At least 1,270 people, mainly 
Sikhs, died in riots triggered by the 
assassination of the prime min- 
ister’s mother, Indira Gandhi, on 
Oct. 31. __ . 


Police Thursday arrested two 
men suspected of shooting and 
wounding the fifth and most sen- 
ior of the priests on Wednesday 
near the Punjab town of Lud- 
hiana. 

Jathedar Giani Kirpal Singh, 
widely viewed as a moderate 
among Sikh leaders, was shot and 
wounded by three Sikh youths 
when his car stopped at the roa- 
dside. 


But -PTI quoted Sahib Singh as 
saying that as the five men were 
religious people and harboured no 
ill will towards anyone, they nee- 
ded no protection. 

The Akal Takht, headquarters 
of the religious order, was badly 
damaged in fierce fighting when 
troops moved into the Golden 
Temple last June to root out ext- 
remists fighting for an ind- 
ependent Sikh nation. At least 
800 people died in the battle. 


Quebec’s ruling party holds convention today 


OTTAWA (R) — Quebec's ruling 
Parti Quebecois, torn by a dispute 
over the future of its separatist 
cause, holds a convention Sat- 
urday to decide whether ind- 
ependence should be the central 
issue in the next provincial ele- 
ction. 

With the party’s popularity 
plummeting and Quebeckers 
more concerned about jobs than 
statehood. Premier Rene 'Lev- 
esque decided to fight the pro- 
vincial election, expected later this 
year, over the economy rather 
than independence from Canada. 

That sparked a cabinet mutiny 
late last year by seven hardline 
separatist ministers, led by Fin- 
ance Minister Jacques Parizeau, 
who refused to shelve the dream 


of a new Francophone state.' 

Mr. Levesque took an ide- 
ological gamble in giving the eco- 
nomy priority, but it looks like 
paying off — he has the support of 
two out of eveiy three of the 1,500 
delegates to the Montreal meeting 
after a two-month campaign. 

Mr. Levesque stunned Canada 
in 1976 when he swept to power 
vowing to found a breakway state 
in Quebec. 

But his dream was shattered in a 
battle witb Federal Prime Mi nister 
Pierre Trudeau in 1980 that ended 
in a 60 per cent to 40 per cent 
defeat for the -separatist cause in 
'an independence referendum. 

Mr. Levesque's personal pop- 
ularity and a pledge of good gov- 
ernment were enough to secure 


him victory at the polls in the 1981 
provincial election. But now the 
party has the support of less than 
25 per cent of Quebec voters. 


So Levesque, shrugging off a 
bout of ill-health, has decided to 
adopt a more cooperative app- 
roach towards new federal Con- 
servative Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney, who won a landslide 
victory in last September's Federal 
election. Mr. Levesque now insists 
independence is not an immediate 
political goaL 


His . pragmatic stand may have 
sparked the biggest crisis in the 
party’s history, but even his sep- 
.aratist opponents acknowledge 
their cause stands little chance 
Saturday. . , 


Cars banned as smog grips German district 


DUESSELDORF, West Ger- 
many (R) — The industrial cities 
of West Germany’ s normally bus- 
tling Ruhr district were in con- 
fusion Friday as a smog alarm 
went into effect banning private 
traffic and dosing schools. 

Commuters in Essen, Obe- 
rhausen, Muelheim, Bottrop and 
Duisburg reported long delays as 
overflowing rrams and' huw vfr. 


stations in the Ruhr said the com- 
panies had experienced no pro- 
blems switching to law-sulphur 
coal or gas as ordered. 

There were no bottlenecks in. 
the supply of low-sulphur coal, 
and although stocks were only suft* 
ficient for eight days, suppliers 
had agreed to deliver more in the 
unlikely event that the smog alarm 
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local time and from 1500 to 2000 
.hours, the ministry said. 

Phase two also obliges industry 
to turn to low-sulphur producing' 
fuels. 


The area, under a lid of thick 
smog, covers roughly 450 square 
kilometres and includes the ind- 
ustrial cities of Duisburg, Obe- 
rhausen and Essen, 
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Syrians top list ; 
of traffic offenders 


BONN (R) — Syrians headedfe;; 
list of diplomatic traffic offeatfcnT 
in West Germany’s capital ialfiik 
and Polish diplomats were ;the 
most disciplined drivers, ctosdy 
followed by the Papal Nuncarj 
chauffeur, the city of Bonn hat 
said. Each of the 38 dipIumaticaOj ' 
registered vehicles of the-Syrtfs ; 
embassy averaged 30 offoues-' 
last year. Each of the Pcruvum 
embassy’s 11 vehicles warVfcoo- 
ked” 21 times. The 44 vehfcfesc* , 
the Polish embassy managed a . 
mere 11 offences and the Papal. 
Nuncio's three cars just one. The ' 
507 U.S. embassy vehicles ave- ’ 
raged 0.51 offences and ihe 131 - 
Soviet vehicles 3 2 offences. Des- 
pile their diplomatic immunity ,30 ! 
embassies pay at least some ot 
their fines — not necessarily to the-, 
city of Bonn, but to charities inv 
lead. V 
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12 Britons held in 
S. Arabia for drinking 


LONDON ( R) — Twelve. Britonp • 
have been arrested in Saudi Ara- 
bia for breaking the kingdom's 
strict ban on alcohol consumption. - 
the Foreign Office has said: A 
spokesman said he did not know 
who the detainees were or when 
they were arrested. He said Bit:; 
tain was in contact with Saudi off-Y 
icials to secure their release, A 
mass-circulation newspaper the 
Sun said the Britons were arrested 
at a party and could face flogging 
for drinking. The Foreign Office 
spokesman told Reuters:" We bel-. 
ieve they were arrested in con- 1 
nection with alcohol.” He did not 
know whether the detainees 
would be flogged under Saudi Id- . 
amic Laws. The Sun quoted a Bri- '- 
fish consular official in Jeddah as . 
saying: “The partygoers were arr- 
ested after neighbours com-: 
plained to the police. These arr- i 
ests are designed to serve as an 
example.” 


Man drowns trying 
to rescue dog 


STURM1NSTER NEWTON, 
England (R) — A man drowned in 
freezing waters as he tried to res- 
cue a terrified dog trapped on 
river ice. Navy divers, a helicopter 
and firemen spent four hours sea- 
rching for Norman John Mat- 
thews. 49, who fell through ice oh ' 
the River Stour in south west Eng- 
land in a bid to save the dog, stir 
anded and howling in the middle 
of the river. The dog was later res- 
cued by firemen. It’s owners said 
they were saddened by Mathews’ 
"tragic” death. 
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Senator named to 
crew of shuttle 


WASHINGTON (R) — Senator 
Jake Gam was named as a crew 
member on a four-day U.S. space 
shuttle flight next month, space 
agency officials said. The space 
shuttle Challenger is scheduled to 
be launched on Feb. 20 from the 
Kennedy Space Centre in Florida. 
A Frenchman and a woman were 
also named to the crew. The 
flight's mission is to launch a tra- 
cking and data relay satellite and a 
Canadian communications sat- 
ellite. The Challenger is scheduled 
to return to the Kennedy Centre 
on Feb. 24. Sen. Gam, a 52-year 
old Republican from Utah, will . 
serve as a payload specialist on the ; 
flight. He is a former navy pilot' ' 
-who is the chairman of a sub- ' 
committee which has jurisdiction 
over National Aeronautics and - 
■Space Administration (NASA) ; 
appropriations. The seven- 
member crew will he commanded ~ 
by Karol Bobko and includes the v 
shuttle programme’s first French •' 
astronaut Patrick Baudry, as weft 
as a woman astronaut Rhea Sed- . 
din. 
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Burmese opium 
warlord dies 


BANGKOK (R) — Bonnes* ‘ 
opium warlord Khun Sft died of jj 
diabetes last Wednesday, That \ 
Border PatroLPolice (BPP) innot-i 
them Chiang Mai reported- Fn-_ 
day. A police department official ’ 
told Reuters no other details were 
given in the- BPP report to. he^- ,, 
dquaiters here. Thai military off' 
icers in Bangkok could not con- . 
firm the report Khun Sa, 52, afeel 
known as Chane Si Fit h^rted the. - 
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